
DAY TRIPS
RESCHEDULED 
Dec. 29
Christmas at Greenbrier/
Homestead
The Botetourt County Parks 
and Recreation Department is 
sponsoring a bus trip to the 
Greenbrier resort in White 
Sulphur Springs, W.Va., and 
the Homestead resort in Hot 
Springs. At the Homestead, 
take a self-guided tour through 
the resort, shop and view 
the Christmas decorations. 
Lunch will be at the Mason Jar 
Restaurant in White Sulphur 
Springs. At the Greenbrier, take 
a self-guided tour through the 
resort. The cost of $69 per 
person includes roundtrip bus 
transportation, all-inclusive 
lunch, picture stops and tour 
host. For more information, call 
473-8326 or 366-2888.

Feb. 15, 2014
Valentine’s at Hillbilly 
Hide-A-Way
Botetourt County Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism is 
sponsoring a bus trip to 
Hillbilly Hide-A-Way restaurant 
in Walnut Cove, N.C. The price 
of $69 per person includes 
round-trip bus transportation, 
a visit to Madison Mercantile, 
an all-you-can eat family style 
meal, a three-hour music 
show and tour host. For more 
information, call 473-8326 or 
366-2888.

NEW! 
March 22, 2014
Mystery Bus Trip
Botetourt County Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism is 
sponsoring a bus trip to a 
place the group has never 
visited. The price of $69 per 
person includes round-trip bus 
transportation, an all-inclusive 
lunch, admission to all attrac-
tions and a tour host. For more 
information, call 473-8326, 
483-9293 or 366-2888.

OVERNIGHTERS
Dec. 31, 2013-Jan. 1, 2014
Pigeon Forge, Tenn.
Botetourt County Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism is 
sponsoring a bus trip to spend 
New Year’s Eve in Pigeon Forge. 
Day one includes the Russell 
Stover Outlet in Kodak, Tenn., 
Vanity Fair, the Three Bears 
General Store, the Christmas 
Lights Tour of Pigeon Forge and 
Gatlinburg and the New Year’s 
Eve show at Country Tonite. 
Day two is in Gatlinburg. The 
price per person of $229 (dou-
ble occupancy) includes round-
trip transportation, admission 
to attractions, lodging and tour 
host. For more information, call 
473-8326 or 366-2888.

Jan. 19-24, 2014
Ski Winter Park, Colo.
The Roanoke Ski Club is spon-
soring a trip to Winter Park, 
Colo. The cost of $1,113 per 
person (double occupancy) in-
cludes round-trip airfare from 
Roanoke to Denver, round-trip 
airport transfers, five nights’ 
lodging, a four-day lift ticket 
and pre-trip party. You must be 
a member of the club ($40 for 
family membership). For more 
information, visit roanokeski-
club.org, call 580-2718 or email  
dsharlor@gmail.com.

Feb. 14-25, 2014
Ski Chamonix,  
then tour Amsterdam
The Roanoke Ski Club is spon-
soring a trip that includes sev-
en nights skiing in Chamonix, 
France, and three nights 
touring in Amsterdam. The 
$2,399 cost per person (double 
occupancy) includes round-trip 
airfare out of Roanoke, hotels, 
most meals, transfers, some 
guided tours, taxes, fees and 
charges. Optional side tours 
are available. You must be a 
member of the club ($40 for 
family membership). For more 
information, visit roanokes-
kiclub.org/SkiTrips2014/
Chamonix_and_Amsterdam.
pdf or contact trip leader 
Mandy Pommerenke at  
rmpommerenke@hotmail.com 
or 774-5823.

March 2-8, 2014
Cruise to the Bahamas
Franklin County Parks and 
Recreation is sponsoring a 
cruise to the Bahama Islands 
cities of Nassau and Freeport. 
The price per person of $799 
interior stateroom or $879 
oceanview stateroom includes 
round-trip bus transportation 
from Roanoke or Rocky Mount 
to Charleston, S.C., one night’s 
lodging in Charleston, cruise 
aboard Carnival Fantasy, all 
taxes and government fees, 
meals and entertainment 
aboard the ship and a tour 
host. For more information, call 
483-9293 or 366-2888. 

March 6-16, 2014
South Africa
The Salem Museum is spon-
soring a trip to South Africa 
that includes Kruger National 
Park for a safari game drive, 
Soweto, Bolder Beach, an 
ostrich farm, Cape Town, Port 
Elizabeth and the “Garden 
Route.” An optional extension 
to Victoria Falls is available. 
The cost per person, double 
occupancy, is $5,349 and 
includes airfare from Roanoke. 
Call 982-2200 for more infor-
mation.

May 6-17, 2014
Italy
The Salem Museum is sponsor-
ing a 12-day Italian tour that 
includes Milan, Venice, the 
Tuscany region, Florence and 
Rome. The cost of $3,790 per 
person (double occupancy) in-
cludes round-trip airfare from 
Roanoke, hotels, sightseeing 
and most meals. For more 
information, call 982-2200.

April 22-May 1, 2014
Israel
Fairview Methodist Church 
in Roanoke and Trinity 
Ecumenical Church in Moneta 
are sponsoring a tour of 
historic and religious sites in 
northern Israel, away from the 
conflicted area. Included are 
Jerusalem, Nazareth, the Dead 
Sea, Bethlehem, the Jordan 
River, the Golan Heights and 
museums. Approximate cost 
is $3,400. The group departs 
from Roanoke. For more infor-
mation, call Ken Herndon at 
322-4975.

April 27-May 3, 2014
Sherman’s March to the 
Sea
The Salem Museum is sponsor-
ing a trip to commemorate 
the 150th anniversary of Gen. 
William Sherman’s Savannah 
Campaign conducted through 
Georgia during the Civil 
War. The group will visit the 
Atlanta Museum, the Atlanta 
Cyclorama, Stone Mountain, 
Savannah and the Old Fort 
Jackson. The early booking 
price of $1,549 per person 
includes 10 meals, hotels, 
sightseeing and entertainment. 
Airfare is additional. For more 
information, call 982-2200.

May 20-28, 2014
Beijing
Roanoke County Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism is 
sponsoring a tour of Beijing 
that includes, in addition to the 
city’s highlights, an acrobatics 
show, rickshaw tour, Peking 
duck and hot pot dinners and 
a home-hosted lunch. The 
cost of $3,049 per person, 
double occupancy, includes air 
transportation from Roanoke, 
hotels, 14 meals and escort. A 
deposit of $250 is due at regis-
tration. For more information, 
call 772-7529.

July 13-27, 2014
Peru
Virginia Tech architecture pro-
fessor Humberto Rodriguez-
Camilloni will lead a tour of 
Peru, including Caral, Moche 
Pyramids, El Brujo and Chan 
Chan. Visit Lima, Trujillo, 
Chiclayo; then go on to Cuzco 
and Machu Picchu. Cost per 
person of $3,395, double occu-
pancy, includes all transporta-
tion in Peru, hotels, sightseeing 
and admission charges, and 
most meals. For more informa-
tion, call 202-244-1448, or 
email hcami@vt.edu.

July 19-27, 2014,  
or July 19-Aug. 3, 2014 
Belize
Bookbag Santa seeks four 
more people to take a one- or 
two-week trip to Belize. After 
handing off school supplies 
on the first day, experience 
Mayan ruins, jungle river boat 
trips, zip-lining, cave tubing, 
the Belize Zoo, fishing, scuba 
and snorkel trips. Cost for the 
first week is about $1,200, 
which includes $737 for group 
rate airfare. The second week 
is about $250 for hotel and 
food. For more information, call 
342-2083, visit www.bookbag-
santa.com or email bookbag-
santa@verizon.net.

Oct. 9-23, 2014
Spain and Portugal
The Vinton Area Chamber 
of Commerce is sponsoring 
a 15-day tour that includes 
Lisbon, Seville, Costa del Sol, 
Granada, Cordoba, Madrid 
and more. Cost is $4,090 per 
person (double) and includes 
airfare from Roanoke, hotels, 
sightseeing and most meals. 
For more information, call 
444-0033.

We welcome trips organized by 
registered nonprofits.

  
Send information to  

travel@roanoke.com.

EXCURSIONS CALENDAR

We want your vacation 
postcards and photos! 
Mail postcards to:

Travel Editor 
The Roanoke Times 
201 W. Campbell Ave. 
Roanoke, VA 24011
Or email your photos 
and a brief explanation 
to travel@roanoke.com.

Don’t forget your name, 
address and daytime 
telephone number.

Editor’s note: 
The email queue at  
travel@roanoke.com 
was accidentally purged 
recently. If you’ve sent 
a “Wish you were here!” 
item in the last two 
months and it has not 
yet appeared in print, 
please re-send it. 

Ann Drewry of Clifton Forge shares this adventure: “In July, a group of six ladies from 
Clifton Forge traveled to Costa Rica as part of a nine-day tour hosted by Dabney Lancaster 
Community College. Visits to San Jose, Tortuguero, Sarapiqui, Arenal and Guanacaste were 
included. The group enjoyed the ecological diversity of Costa Rica, visiting pineapple, banana 
and chocolate plantations and observing sea turtles laying eggs on the beach. They relaxed 
in hot spring pools heated by thermal energy from a nearby volcano. They also enjoyed zip 
lining, white water rafting and kayaking on Lake Arenal. In the photo, the ladies are seen at an 
outdoor fruit market on their way to Tortuguero. They are (from left): Gladys Jefferies, Sue 
Leitch, Sandra Hardy, Ann Drewry, Terri Wright and Sally Putnam.” 

ANN YUNGMEYER | Special to the Bristol Herald Courier

Oysters served three ways! Given its 400-mile-
long coastline, Norman cuisine marries local 
ingredients with the bounty of the sea. 

ANN YUNGMEYER | Special to the Bristol Herald Courier

On the night of June 5-6, 1944, paratroopers 
landed in Sainte-Mere-Eglise. Pvt. John Steele’s 
parachute caught on the church tower where 
he hung for two hours feigning death. He was 
taken prisoner for a further two hours before 
he escaped and rejoined his unit. Today, an 
effigy of Steele can be seen on the tower.

A fulfilling voyage
For the milestone 70th 
anniversary, the region will 
honor its war-time history 
during summer 2014 with 
numerous cultural and 
festive events including 
concerts, fireworks and re-
enactments. Leading up to 
this commemorative year, 
several new museums and 
interactive exhibits have 
opened, inviting visitors to 
learn more about the D-Day 
invasion and ensuing 100-
day Battle of Normandy, 
while enjoying the beauty 
of the area.

New offerings 
The Overlord Museum near 
Omaha Beach opened June 
2013, and highlights the 
human aspects of war with 
a rich collection of soldiers’ 
personal belongings, vehicles, 
tanks and guns. With large, 
visually attractive exhibits 
for all ages, the new museum 
was the result of 40 years of 
research by a passionate local 
citizen who lived through the 
invasion and led postwar res-
toration efforts in Normandy. 
www.overlordmuseum.com/
en/museum/
Arromanches 360, a circu-
lar theater near the D-Day 
Museum, shows the new film 
“Normandy’s 100 Days” that 
retraces the campaign from 
the preparations of D-Day to 
the liberation of Paris. An emo-
tional film shown on nine giant 
screens, it is also a tribute to 
the thousands of civilians killed 
during the invasion. www.arro-
manches360.com/en/
The Utah Beach Museum 
focuses on engaging the next 
generation with appealing 
exhibits and a number of pro-
grams for families. The muse-
um’s new showpiece is a Mar-
tin B-26 Marauder on display in 
a 1940s-style hangar designed 
by an American architect. Visi-
tors who sign on for the VIP 
tour with the museum cura-
tor will have hands-on access 
including a climb into the B-26. 
The museum also screens a 
new award-winning film, “Vic-
tory in the Sand.” www.utah-
beach.com/?lang=en
La cuisine: In addition to 
producing its apple brandy, 
Calvados, Normandy prides 
itself on abundant regional 
cuisine of oysters, codfish, 
duck, salt marsh lamb, Cam-
embert cheese and other dairy 
products. In between touring 
historic battle sites, foodies 
will have much to discover in 
Normandy gastronomy with 
plentiful artisan cheeses, cara-
mels and cider.
For travel information and 
planning help, visit www.
normandy-tourism.org.
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vehicles and soldiers — it is something you 
don’t forget,” he told us.

While touring the Airborne Museum in 
Sainte-Mere-Eglise, I got an up-close look at a 
WACO glider and a Douglas C-47 Skytrain used 
to drop paratroopers during the first phase of 
Operation Overlord. I watched the museum’s 
poignant film, “Battle for Freedom,” and pho-
tographed the exhibit of life-size paratroopers 
belonging to the 101st Airborne Division. 

I later learned that of the few 101st Airborne 
“Screaming Eagles” of WWII still living, one is 
George Williams, age 89, from Kingsport, Tenn. 

A member of the 506th Parachute Infantry 
Regiment, Company C, Williams dropped from 
a C-47 in the early hours of June 6, 1944, in the 
Carentan/Sainte-Mere-Eglise sector. 

“We were a few kilometers off target and had 
to find our way,” he recalled. “It was our pilot’s 
first mission and I think they gave us the green 
light before the drop zone.” 

The 101st was charged with securing the 
exits from Utah Beach, capturing the bridges 
around Carentan and disrupting German com-
munications lines. 

Late in the afternoon that same day, Wil-
liams momentarily set his machine gun against 
a hedgerow and was shot in the shoulder by a 
sniper and knocked to the ground. Carrying a 
first-aid kit with bandages and sulpha, he treat-
ed the wound and carried on. Five days later, 
his squad found their company medics with 
jeeps, and Williams was evacuated to England 
to recover. 

I was also amazed to learn that my neighbor 
John Anderson was a night fighter pilot in Nor-
mandy. Anderson, who is 92 and retired from 
the former Eastman Kodak Co., is writing his 
memoirs about his military service. A member 
of the 422nd Night Fighter Squadron, Ander-
son was sent to Normandy a few weeks after 
D-Day and flew a P-61 Black Widow he named 
the “Tennessee Ridge Runner.” 

The Northrup Black Widow was the first 
operational U.S. military aircraft designed spe-
cifically as a night fighter using airborne radar 
to intercept enemy aircraft. 

“The Allies were trying to secure the impor-
tant port of Cherbourg at the time,” Anderson 
said. “Our initial combat missions were to inter-
cept German V-1 buzz bombs being launched 
from France toward London. My radar operator 
would locate the flying bombs from a radar blip 
shown on his radar scope. They had to be shot 
down before they reached the English coast.”

 Gateway to the historic sites 
Caen, a UNESCO City for Peace, is a good 

starting point for visiting historic Normandy. 
With magnificent abbeys and cathedrals dating 
to the 11th century, the city is also proud of its 
Caen Memorial, a modern museum that focuses 
on 20th-century world history. 

In Caen and at many museums I visited, the 
personal stories shared by docents and guides 
further piqued my interest in the history. The 
city was largely destroyed during the Allied 
bombings, and our guide, Corinne Joimel, told 
her family’s story of survival through the eyes 
of her mother, a 5-year-old at the time. The 
family found refuge in a stone quarry and hid 
out for two weeks, then walked to a safe area 
south of Caen to recover. Joimel’s grandfather 
brought two stray hens that followed the fam-
ily and laid eggs for them. “At the end when my 
grandfather wanted to kill the chickens,” Joimel 
said, “my grandmother firmly said, ‘No. These 
gals have sustained us.’ ” 

Bayeux is a charming medieval town and 
makes a good base for visiting the landing 
beaches and museums. With timber-framed 
houses and flowered stone dwellings, Bayeux 
was spared from war destruction and was the 
first town in France to be liberated from Ger-
man occupation. Guided minibus excursions 
are available from Bayeux hotels to the memori-
al sites including Omaha Beach and Utah Beach 
where American forces landed, Gold Beach and 
Sword Beach where the British landed, and the 
Canadian sector, Juno. 

Pointe du Hoc was a strategic point of Ger-
man fortification where U.S. Army Rangers 
scaled the coastal cliffs under enemy fire. Visi-
tor paths through the cratered landscape offer 
a glimpse into the bitter fighting that took place 
during the landings. Remnants of the German-
built Atlantic Wall are still visible, as are many 

artillery batteries open to visitors. 
Our guide shared stories of artillery con-

struction during the occupation, including tales 
of French workers getting the German officers 
drunk on the local brandy, Calvados, so they 
could slack off in helping build the German 
defenses. 

The Montormel Memorial is a museum that 
explains the fierce inland battle in the Falaise-
Chambois pocket that signaled the “beginning 
of the end of the war.” The memorial overlooks 
the valley where 100,000 Germans were encir-
cled by the Allied forces. 

As we walked along the path of German 
retreat, museum director Stephane Jonot told 
his father’s stories of the so-called “corridor of 
death,” where so many dead bodies of soldiers 
and horses were strewn through the village that 
children smoked cigarettes to mask the stench. 
Even today, Jonot said he inadvertently digs up 
bones of unknown soldiers in his garden, and 
his children find bullets in the ground. 

Remembering the glory 
While visiting Normandy, perhaps the 

most moving experience is a stroll through 
the American cemetery in Colleville-sur-Mer 
and seeing the precisely aligned rows of Italian 
marble crosses and Stars of David that mark 
the graves of 9,387 American servicemen and 
women. Through a program called “Les Fleurs 
de La Memoire,” local families can adopt a sol-
dier’s grave to decorate with flowers. Soldiers 
missing in action are honored on engraved 
tablets. 

For all who sacrificed their lives, the chapel 
memorial leaves visitors with a good thought: 
“Think not only upon their passing; remember 
the glory of their spirit.” 
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