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Biltmore’s flowers

rejuvenate the senses

ASHEVILLE, N.C. — More than
100,000 tulips will bloom across
Biltmore in April, setting the stage
for a most welcome mountain
springtime.

Biltmore’s Festival of Flowers
celebrates its 26th year from April
2 to May 15. The estate-wide
event celebrates the beauty of
George Vanderbilt’s 8,000-acre
property and its original design
by Frederick Law Olmsted, father
of American landscape architec-
ture.

Additional festival activities will
include live music daily in the
Conservatory and Winter Garden;
an “Ask a Gardener” station;
and an art show at Deerpark.
Daily seminars will be held in A
Gardener’s Place in the Conserva-
tory: “Culinary Herbs and Edible
Flowers,” 1 p.m.; “A Pot for Every
Plant,” 2 p.m.; and “Celebrate
Spring with Wreaths,” 3 p.m.

Festival of Flowers coincides
with the estate’s annual Easter
Egg Hunt on Easter April 24 on
the front lawn of Biltmore House.
Hunts will be at 11 a.m., 1 p.m.
and 3 p.m. Registration begins
two hours before each hunt and
closes 15 minutes before each
hunt. Events include children’s
music and stories, magic shows,
games and photos with the Eas-
ter Bunny.

For more information, visit
www.biltmore.com or call (800)
411-3812.

Boston Harborfest

set June 29-July 4

BOSTON, Mass. — America’s
rich colonial and maritime his-
tory will come alive for visitors
during the 30th annual celebra-
tion from June 29 through July 4.

More than 200 events during
six days will provide entertain-
ment throughout the festival. The
schedule includes historical reen-
actments, walking tours, sunset
harbor cruises and free noontime
concerts throughout the week on
City Hall Plaza.

On June 30, children of all ages
are invited to Children’s Day for
musical sing-along, face painting,
balloon animals and more.

The Chowderfest vote will
determine “Boston’s Best Chow-
der” after sampling traditional
New England-style clam chowder
from some of the Boston area’s
top restaurants on July 3.

A new addition to the festival is
the Extreme Sailing Series, taking
place at Fan Pier on Boston Har-
bor. Eleven multi-hull sailboats
from around the world will race
each afternoon, starting June 30.

More than half of the more than
200 events are free. For a detailed
schedule call (617) 227-1528 or visit
www.bostonharborfest.com.

Gulf Coast fest

expands footprint

PENSACOLA, Fla. — DeLuna
Fest 2011 is upping the festival
ante to bring a unique music
event to Pensacola’s Gulf Coast.

Five Flags Tourism Group has
partnered with Innisfree Ho-
tel Group to move the festival
footprint to Innisfree’s three Gulf
front resort hotels. This move will
not only double the beachfront
footage and viewing area for the
two main stages, but also incor-
porate 662 hotel rooms and suites
into the festival site.

DeLuna Fest’s two main stages
will remain on Pensacola Beach,
but the new festival site will in-
corporate four additional stages
for a total of six. DeLuna Fest will
be headlined by national rock
acts, with main stage program-
ming of indie rock favorites and
major label developing artists,
and strong support of regional
southern rock superstars.

DeLuna Fest will take place
Oct. 13-16 on Pensacola Beach,
Fla. Early-bird general admis-
sion tickets will be available
online April 12. Bands will be
announced later this spring. For
more information visit
Delunafest.com.

From staff reports

MORE TO EXPLORE IN IRELAND
Briefly

AnnYungmeyer of Kingsport,Tenn.,con-
tinues her two-part series on her adventures
in Ireland.In this final article,she takes a
unique opportunity to explore Ireland’s capi-
tal city while stranded in Dublin as a result of
the 2010 volcanic ash fallout.

During the infamous volcanic ash
fallout in April 2010, a little bit of
Irish luck had me stranded in a

vibrant city instead of a dreadful place,
and I found myself with five days to spare
in Dublin, Ireland.

What to do? I share my discoveries as
I hit some tourist highlights, walk in the
footsteps of Ireland’s literary greats, roam
the pedestrian streets, tap into world-

class theater, Irish
music and dance,
and of course,
switch from Coors
Light to Guinness.

Dublin has a
young population,
creating a youthful
vibe that can be felt
as you walk down

any street. Though English is the spoken
language, the Celtic heritage is alive, and
sign postings in native Irish (Gaelic) as
well as many languages heard on the
street give a truly international feel.

Ireland’s colorful history left its capital
city with a mix of medieval, Georgian and
modern architecture. The city is spread
on both sides of the River Liffey with a
whimsical wrought-iron
pedestrian bridge for
convenient crossing. A
recommended first stop is
Dublin’s impressive tourist
office, housed in a historic,
beautifully remodeled church.

The city’s architectural gems are St.
Patrick’s Cathedral, Christ Church Cathe-
dral and Dublin Castle. If choosing one
to see, the 12th century Christ Church
is Dublin’s oldest building with features
from Norman, Gothic and Victorian pe-
riods. The best way to experience it is to
attend a choral concert or evensong. The
choral choir’s historic origins include tak-
ing part in the world’s first performance
of Handel’s “Messiah.”

A stroll through the cobblestoned en-
trance of Trinity College, founded in 1592,
brings history alive. Student-led tours are
available, but most visitors are here to
see Dublin’s most famous treasure — the
Book of Kells. These artistically decorated
manuscripts of the Four Gospels, written
in Latin by Irish monks in the 9th century,
are housed in the college library.

Dublin’s culture lives in the memory of

its many famous playwrights and authors,
a list that includes Jonathon Swift, Oscar
Wilde, William Butler Yeats, James Joyce
and many others. A literary presence can
be felt all about town — in statues of Joyce
and Wilde, plaques marking the footsteps
of Joyce’s main character in the book
“Ulyssees,” daily readings and literary pub
crawls where actors perform in the pubs
that once were frequented by the writ-
ers themselves. Dublin Writers Museum
contains books, letters and memorabilia
to commemorate their lives and contri-
butions to modern day literature.

An inspiring way to
spend an evening is to see
a performance at one of
Dublin’s historic the-
aters such as The Abbey,
founded in 1905 by Yeats

or the Gaiety theater, opened in 1871. For
other cultural entertainment, many of
Dublin’s museums are free, including the
National Museum and the Museum of
Modern Art.

Guinness Storehouse is Dublin’s num-
ber one visitor attraction. In the beer
company’s former fermentation plant
remodeled in the shape of a gigantic pint
of Guinness, visitors learn the history of
the brew and enjoy a complimentary pint
with a 360-degree view across the city.
Dublin is also home to Jameson Distillery
which offers tours and whiskey tasting in
a smaller setting.

Many areas of Dublin invite a stroll
— along the river quay where poignant
statues commemorate the Irish Potato
Famine of 1845; the city’s grand O’Connell
Street and trendy area of Temple Bar,
known for lively pubs and music; and
Merrion Square, a lovely park flanked by

classic Georgian houses and where Oscar
Wilde is perched on a rock in the famous
multi-toned sculpture. The pedestrian
streets of Henry and Grafton offer Dub-
lin’s greatest selection of shopping; and
Grafton Street, with its landmark statue of
the legendary Molly Malone, is a favorite
haunt for browsing and cafes.

A city of more than 1,000 pubs, Dublin
offers some unique establishments for
eating, drinking and music. The remod-
eled “church” bar features the organ and
stained glass windows from its former
time as St. Mary’s Church, along with a
bust of Guinness Brewery founder Arthur
Guinness who was married at St. Mary’s
in 1761. For traditional Irish music and
dance, the Arlington Hotel bar offers a
touristy, but entertaining nightly show.

Several attractions outside of Dublin are
easy to visit, thanks to Ireland’s exten-
sive bus and rail system. North of the
city in the Boyne Valley, visitors can tour
archeological and spiritual sites from the
Neolithic period, designated a UNESCO
World Heritage site. The passage tomb at
Newgrange is intriguing for its solar align-
ment and stone artwork, and believed to
be 5,000 years old — older than Egypt’s
pyramids and Stonehenge in England.
Nearby, the monastic ruins at Monaster-
boice hold Ireland’s best examples of a
high cross (also known as a Celtic cross).

Dublin is not only a hub for visiting all
of Ireland. It’s a destination city for arts,
culture and European flavor. Rates for
travelers are currently very competitive
outside of the summer high season, and
with free museums and musical enter-
tainment, Dublin makes an attractive
place to spend some time.

Ann N.Yungmeyer is a freelance writer
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Yungmeyer

Travel Notes

The gift of time
Volcanic ash fallout offers
opportunity to see Dublin
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A stroll through the cobblestoned entrance of Trinity College, founded in 1592, brings history alive. Student-led tours are available, but most
visitors are here to see Dublin’s most famous treasure — the Book of Kells.

If you go
» www.visitdublin.com
» www.discoverIreland.com

Oscar Wilde quotes are popular today on Facebook. Here he is in Merrion Square Park.


