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Special rate offered

to military, civil servants

ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. — If you are
an active or retired member of the
U.S. military, a U.S. firefighter or a
U.S. law enforcement officer — and
you like to golf — you should definite-
ly consider taking advantage of the
“American Hero Stay & Play Package”
that is being offered by The Renais-
sance Resort at World Golf Village
in Northeast Florida. St. Augustine
also offers historical sites, pristine
beaches, shopping or and more — if
you don’t like to golf.

The offer is valid through Oct. 16,
based on availability. Blackout dates
may apply. For reservations to The
Renaissance Resort at World Golf Vil-
lage, or for additional information,
call (888) 740-7020 or visit www.
WorldGolfRenaissance.com.

Adventure park

opens outback trails

BEECH MOUNTAIN, N.C. — Moun-
tain bikers and hikers now have a new
venue in Western North Carolina.

The Beech Mountain Adventure
Trail Park opened its Emerald Out-
back section this month. The eight-
plus miles of trails range in elevation
from 4,700 to 5,400 feet, giving the
park the distinction of being among
the highest such venues on the East
Coast.

There’s a combination of single
track, double track and gravel road
trails traversing the mountaintop,
all accessible from a trail head in the
town of Beech Mountain.

The Emerald Outback is the first
phase of the Beech Mountain Ad-
venture Trail Park, which will grow to
three phases encompassing 25 miles
of trails. It was designed by mountain
bikers, hikers and trail runners to
meet the recreational demands of
serious outdoor enthusiasts.

For trail park information, call (828)
387-3003, or visit www.Beech
Recreation.org.

Williamsburg museum

to offer free admission

WILLIAMSBURG, Va. — Guests
enjoy two new exhibitions during
free admission to the Art Museums of
Colonial Williamsburg from 10 a.m. to
7 p.m. and Bassett Hall from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. on May 14.

An important portrait by British
artist Sir Joshua Reynolds of Col. Isaac
Barré is one of two new acquisitions
to Colonial Williamsburg’s collections
showcased in the new exhibition,
“More Than Meets the Eye: Maps and
Prints of Early America.”

“The Old Plantation: The Artist Re-
vealed” at the Abby Aldrich Rockefell-
er Folk Art Museum takes museum
guests step-by-step through the pro-
cess Susan Shames, decorative arts
librarian at Colonial Williamsburg’s
John D. Rockefeller Jr. Library, used to
discover who painted the iconic 18th-
century watercolor depicting a group
of 12 slaves at their leisure.

Additionally, guests can explore the
galleries through two special focus
tours: “Decorative Arts Highlights”
features some of the masterworks on
display such as paintings, ceramics,
textiles, furniture and silver at 11 a.m.
and 1 p.m.

For museum information, call (757)
220-7724.

History museum offers free

admission days

ROANOKE, Va. — The History Mu-
seum of Western Virginia is entering
the final phase of its Capital Cam-
paign: Crossroads of History.

To celebrate the occasion and
prepare for relocation in June, the
museum will be offer free admission
through May 29. It’s an opportunity
to check out the “old museum” one
last time before it is relocated to Hotel
Shenandoah on Campbell Avenue
(the former Twists & Turns location
downtown) in preparation for renova-
tions at Center in the Square.

The museum will reopen in August
at Hotel Shenandoah with a new
exhibit, “Hometown Stars.” Upon
completion of renovations in 2013,
the museum will return to the third
floor of Center in the Square. For
more, call (540) 342-5770, email info.
hswv@cox.net or visit www.history-
museum.org.

From staff reports

Briefly
‘CAPITAL’OF THE BLUE RIDGE

With gas prices on the rise
again, the short trip becomes
ever more appealing for

travelers. Among choice destinations
close to home, the Roanoke Valley
offers unique attractions and endless
outdoor recreation.

Touted as the “capital of the Blue
Ridge,” Roanoke has a vibrant down-
town district that is highlighted by
its railroad heritage, eclectic art and
architecture and a historic market
square. The city’s hip restaurant scene
satisfies every craving, from bistro and
elegant steak house fare to Thai and
Indian cuisine.

“The historic city and surrounding
countryside have so much in place
that is waiting to be discovered, even

by our own residents,”
said Landon Howard,
executive director of
Roanoke Valley Con-
vention and Visitors
Bureau. “And there is
always something dif-
ferent to do with a va-
riety of regional events
throughout the year

— from Strawberry and Kite Festivals
to the popular Blue Ridge Bike Fest.”

Arts and culture
Roanoke’s architectural masterpiece

is the Taubman Museum of Art, opened
in 2008. The contemporary building
features glass and metals in an angled
and curved design — a sculptural
tribute to the surrounding Blue Ridge
and Appalachian Mountains and the
region’s industrial beginnings.

Taubman showcases American,
modern, decorative and folk art of
regional and national artists. Special
spring exhibitions include “Quilt Art”
by international quilters and “Breast
Cancer Diaries” with Hollis Siegler
lithographs. The museum offers regu-
lar programs including family days,
classes and camps.

Roanoke’s railroad history comes
alive and one man’s passion is truly felt
at the O. Winston Link Museum, which
houses the acclaimed photographer’s
extensive collection of photos of the
Norfolk and Western Railway. A muse-
um video profiles his passionate work
and offers a glimpse into the history
of America’s last steam locomotives.
Southwest Virginians immediately will
connect with Link’s artistic and sur-
real-looking images that feature N&W’s
Abingdon Branch.

Visitors can delve further into rail
transport history and climb aboard
some classic railcars at the Virginia
Transportation Museum, which show-
cases the largest collection of diesel
and steam locomotives in U.S., as well
as automobiles, trucks and a rocket.

Fresh air and greenways
A major draw to Roanoke’s down-

town is the City Market, with year-
round vendors selling produce, flow-
ers, meats and seasonal products from
local farms. The market area includes
artisan booths with handcrafted items
and specialty boutiques.

Operating since 1882, the City Mar-
ket is the longest continuously running
open-air market in Virginia, and has
earned recognition as a “Great Ameri-
can Public Place” by the Lyndhurst
Foundation.

The 100-foot-tall Roanoke Star
perched on Mill Mountain is the city’s
most notable landmark, where visi-
tors can access an overlook to take in
panoramic views across the Blue Ridge
and Allegheny Mountains. Families
enjoy walking on Mill Mountain Park
nature trails or a visit to Mill Mountain
Zoo, one of few in the nation located
on a mountain.

Roanoke’s Greenway, popular with
walkers, joggers and cyclists, will
soon connect more than 20 miles of
paved trails, linking together neigh-
borhoods and downtown along the
Roanoke River. Rent a bike at Cam-
bria Suites Hotel located on the trail,
and you can ride along the river and
explore historic Grandin, a 1920s
neighborhood and village with a
restored theater. Stop for ice cream
at Pop’s, the “best soda fountain in
town” for 104 years. Antique lovers
will want to browse Grandin’s Black
Dog Salvage, a 40,000 square foot
warehouse of architectural treasures
including mantels, wrought iron, win-
dows, stained glass and one-of-a-kind
design items.

The Roanoke Valley offers outdoor
adventurers easy access to hiking the
Appalachian Trail, cycling the Blue
Ridge Parkway or canoeing the mighty

James River.

Wine with a view
For wine lovers interested in Vir-

ginia wines, one of the Common-
wealth’s scenic Wine Trails meanders
through historic Botetourt County,
north of Roanoke. In hilly countryside,
the Botetourt Wine Trail leads to three
family-run, farm wineries, all within
about a 20 to 30 minute drive of each
other.

Set on hundreds of pastoral acres
surrounded by mountain views, the
Blue Ridge Vineyard, Virginia Moun-
tain Vineyard and Fincastle Vineyard &
Winery each have a different character
and produce some different wines,
but all grow their own grapes and use
old-world production methods. Visi-
tors can taste a selection of wines from
light sweet whites to full-bodied reds,
grown from varietals such as Riesling,
Chardonnay, Cabernet Sauvignon and
Cabernet Franc.

The Botetourt Wine Trail offers an
outdoor Summer Concert series at
each vineyard and other venues com-
biing music, wine tasting and select
food offerings. The three wineries
offer tastings, tours and family events
throughout the year, which include live
music with local bands, theme parties
and lawn picnics.

Ann N. Yungmeyer is a freelance writer.
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The Taubman Museum, which opened in 2008, features regional and national artists in a contemporary architectural design.

Road trip to Roanoke
Short trips more appealing
with gas prices on the rise

If you go
» Roanoke offers a wide choice of
accommodations, from the newly
renovated contemporary Sheraton
Hotel near the mall to the legendary,
Tudor-style Hotel Roanoke, as well as
several Bed and Breakfasts in historic
neighborhoods.
» Online: www.visitroanokeva.com or
www.botetourt.org

LEFT: Taubman Museum special exhibit
showcases the work of 22 quilt artists
from Belgium, Germany, Denmark, The
Netherlands, Hungary, Ireland, the U.K.
and U.S. TOP LEFT: Check out wine tasting
at Fincastle Vineyard & Winery along Bo-
tetourt Wine Trail. The trail leads to three
family-run, farm wineries, all within about
a 20 to 30 minute drive of each other. TOP
RIGHT: Roanoke diners and revelers can
take a shuttle between ‘Fork’ restaurants.


