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Special to the Herald Courier

I was thrilled to 
arrive in Caen, 
France, at the 

opening of the World 
Equestrian Games 
Normandy 2014 and 
receive my official 
green uniform and 
accreditation badge. 
I had applied as a 
volunteer, or “benev-
ole,” in the media 
center at the two-
week event Aug. 23 
to Sept. 7. I was one 
of 3,000 volunteers 
who had signed on for 
various jobs rang-
ing from ticket taker 
to gatekeeper, stall 
attendant, chauffeur, 
veterinarian, logistics 
planner, and other 
positions described 
on the WEG volunteer 
website. Together we 
were known as the 
“green army.”

My job was to take 
notes/recordings 
during press interviews with equestrian 
competitors, then write up a summary 
and provide quotes made available for 
journalists who were not on site at the 
time of interview. With competitors from 
more than 70 nations, the media center 
was buzzing in many languages, but we 
focused our work in French and English, 
the official languages of WEG 2014. I 
tracked interviews conducted in English, 
while another volunteer handled those in 
French. 

WEG featured eight disciplines held 
at several venues — jumping, dressage, 
para-dressage, eventing, endurance, rein-
ing, vaulting and driving. My assignments 
were at venues where reining and vault-
ing took place so I had the opportunity to 
learn about two sporting disciplines I had 
not seen before. It was very exciting to 
see the enthusiasm for reining, a style of 
western riding that incorporates maneu-
vers like those used in working cattle, and 
to watch the American reining team take 
the gold medal. Vaulting, a discipline that 
combines gymnastics and dance on a 
cantering horse — sometimes with three 
riders performing together — was simply 
amazing to watch. 

My accreditation badge allowed entry 
into my assigned areas and the Games 
Village, the central hub for vendors, food 
and exhibitions.  A special dining area 
provided meals for volunteers during 
our typical 6-8 hour shifts. Sign-in was 
required at every shift and you didn’t go 
anywhere without your badge — the of-
ficials were in force like gendarmes. I was 
able to see all competitions in the arenas 
where I worked and could watch the live 
broadcast of competition at other venues 
on TV monitors at the media center.

Our media center team, which included 
volunteers from France, Russia, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Costa Rica and the U.S., 
provided support to dozens of journalists 
and photographers reporting daily from 
our site and during press conferences. 
The “office” environment, partitioned ad-
jacent to horse stalls, sometimes required 
writing while a donkey was braying at the 
top of his lungs or a noisy tractor rolled 

turf in a nearby 
practice ring. Our 
media team fully 
experienced the 
two modes of op-
eration: standby 
or chaotic.

Snagging a spot 
as a volunteer be-
gan nine months 
prior to the start 
of WEG with an 
online applica-
tion, followed by 
a phone inter-
view last spring. I 
did not find out I 
had the job until 
June. Various 
housing options 
from camping to 
homestays and 
hotels were pre-
sented by the or-
ganizing commit-
tee. I ended up by 
finding accom-
modation at the 
home of another 
volunteer and 
also spending 
part of the time 
with friends who 

were attending WEG and had rented a flat 
through the rental site AirBnb.

For WEG 2014, the backdrop of Nor-
mandy, France and the French culture 
were very prevalent. Although English 
could be spoken when necessary, the 
volunteer email communication and 
office software I used were in French so I 
might have found the experience some-
what frustrating had I not understood the 
language. During my stay, I felt well im-
mersed in French and loved that aspect.

The volunteer set-up was very sys-
tematic, although with a global event of 
this magnitude it’s easy to imagine the 
organizational challenges.  I was pleased 
that my job was clearly defined.

WEG provided its volunteers with perks 
such as free city bus transport, tickets to 
dressage and jumping competitions at 
D’Ornano stadium, concert tickets for the 
Alltech Music Festival in Games Village, 
and daily gifts including t-shirts, bags, 
key chains and pins. 

On my day off I traveled to Saint Lo to 
see a WEG exhibition horseball match, a 
rowdy game in which riders try to score 
goals with a leather-handled ball. I also 
toured the national stud farm at Saint Lo 
and learned about its history and current 
breeding opportunities for French horse 
owners. 

Volunteering at WEG was as much 
about the French experience for me as 
it was about the sport, yet I came away 
with an even greater respect for the horse 
world, the incredible equestrian athletes 
and the talent they show. I was equally 
inspired to see and learn about the well-
trained horse and the variety of equine 
breeds in top shape — their strength, 
beauty and temperament shown as the 
world’s best.

WEG is held every four years between 
Olympic years. As I look ahead to WEG 
2018 to be held near Montreal, Canada, 
I reflect on this experience in Normandy 
with a few take away thoughts: go with 
an adventurous spirit; be curious, flex-
ible and willing to improvise; think team 
work; and embrace the international 
environment.
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WEG 2014 Facts 
» Normandy 2014 marked the 7th 
FEI World Equestrian Games
» A record 74 nations participated
» Around 570,000 spectators in 
attendance
» 3,000 volunteers supported the 
organizing committee
» 1,800 accredited media from 52 
countries covered the event
» Gold Medals: Great Britain took 
7 gold medals, followed by the 
Netherlands with 6, Germany 5, 
U.S. 2, and Belgium 2.
» For more WEG results, visit www.
normandie2014.com

World Equestrian Games Normandy 2014

Reflecting 
on the 
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Claire Langway, left, and Louise Stewart, right, visit with a U.S. junior western exhibition rider at 
the Games Village  in France.
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Yungmeyer admires a Hungarian warmblood in the practice ring.
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Team USA watches from the sidelines during reining competition at the World Equestrian 
Games 2014 held Aug. 23 to Sept. 7 in Normandy, France.

Kingsport resident Ann Yungmeyer was one of  3,000  

volunteers who signed on during the World Equestrian Games
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Yungmeyer joined volunteers from France, 
Russia, Sweden, Switzerland, Costa Rica 
and the U.S. providing support to dozens 
of journalists and photographers reporting 
daily.
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Ann Yungmeyer, left, a Kingsport, Tennes-
see, resident, volunteered as a media as-
sistant at World Equestrian Games 2014 in 
Normandy, France. She is shown during an 
intervie with Mandy McCutcheon of the U.S. 
Reining team.  


