
What does summer mean to you?
It probably depends on where
you live or grew up or how you

choose to spend it.
If I asked you to describe this summer

day, wherever you are, what would you
say?

Maybe you’d start with the weather. Is it
hot? Steamy? Stormy? Foggy? Is it a good

day to be in the great out-
doors or do you need to take
shelter inside?

What are you doing? Sorry,
I don’t mean to be nosy. But
it’s such a big part of my
character I can’t seem to
avoid it.

Are you sitting in an of-
fice? Staring at a computer?
Counting the hours to quit-

tin’ time?
Never mind. Just tell me this: What would

you do on this one-of-a-kind summer day,
if you could do anything you please?

Body surf at the beach? Pick tomatoes
off the vine? Take a picnic to a lake with
your favorite person? Sit in the stands be-
hind home plate and pull for your favorite
team? Lie in a hammock with a fruity drink
and read my column?

Daydreaming offers endless possibili-
ties. And it’s free. But it’s only a shadow of
reality.

Another question: What’s your happi-
est summer memory?Think hard. Maybe
it was the summer you learned to swim.
Or met the love of your life. Or took that
unforgettable trip to some strange, exotic
place like Madagascar. Or Walmart.

Years from now, what will you recall
about this summer day?

My husband and I live in the desert on
hill above Las Vegas.

Today, when I went out to get the mail,
the thermometer on our patio — in total
shade — registered 111 degrees.

I know what you’re thinking. Yes, it’s a
dry heat. But even a dry heat can be hotter
than the hinges on the gates of hell.

Morever, the wind was gusting like a gi-
ant, cosmic blowdryer, blasting my face
and sifting dust on my head like sugar on
a cake.

It wasn’t my happiest summer memory.
Here are some of my favorites. I remem-
ber:

» As a teenager, spending a week at
Myrtle Beach, getting sunburned with my
best friends.

» As a college dropout, visiting Califor-
nia, calling my mother collect to say I’d be
staying a bit longer — about 35 years.

» Giving birth to my third child and dis-
covering to my delight that I could hold in
my arms and in my heart, more than two
squirming bodies at once.

» Camping every August in Yosemite, let-
ting my kids run wild and watching Half
Dome turn gold in the evening sun.

» Going to Giants’ games and missing
home runs by Bobby and Barry Bonds (20
years apart) because I was standing in line
to buy a hotdog.

» Spending a month alone, after my hus-
band died, at a cabin on a lake in North
Carolina, a place so secluded my sister
swore I was in witness protection.

» Driving solo across country, eating at
truck stops, talking to strangers, watching
sunsets in the rearview mirror.

» Leaving a life I loved in California, to
start a new life with a new husband in Las
Vegas of all places.

» Holding my first grandchild and finding
in his eyes a brand new reason for living.

» Celebrating a Fourth of July wedding
for my husband’s son and daughter-in-law,
along with all of our big, blended family.

» Floating with my husband in our pool
at sunset, neckdeep like happy hippos, lis-
tening to coyotes and feeling blessed.

Those memories and countless others all
took place in summer. But if I had to name
my favorite summer memory? I’d pick the
next one, whatever it may be.

The best of everything, even memories,
is always yet to be.

I don’t keep a bucket list of things I’ve
never done. I just hope to do more of the
same old wonderful things called life.

Here’s wishing you and yours, and me
and mine, our best summer memories —
so far.

Randall can be reached at P.O. Box 777394
Henderson NV 89077, or on her website

www.sharonrandall.com.
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Travel with renowned
photographer
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Fine art photographer and Bristol
gallery owner Benjamin Walls
heads to East Africa this month,

already anticipating an early dawn
safari in hopes of spotting a familiar
pride of lions in Tanzania’s Serengeti
National Park. Walls has been here on
previous trips, scouting a particular
ridgeline to capture through the lens
the magnificent rituals of nature’s
highly celebrated beast.

This trip, however, is not for the
purpose of creating photographic art.
Rather, Walls will lead a group of fel-
low travelers to experience the splen-
dor of Kenya and Tanzania — from
an up-close look at nature and the
Maasai culture to sunrise
breakfast in the plains
and relaxing poolside in
the shadow of Mount Kili-
manjaro.

Walls’ latest venture,
WALLSabout Luxury Trav-
el, adds a new dimension
to his lifelong passion for
sharing the wonders of the
world.

The new enterprise, a
sister company to Benja-
min Walls Gallery, offers
guided trips to far-flung
destinations known for
their vivid landscapes and
intriguing culture — Afri-
ca, Australia, New Zealand
and Cuba.

Walls personally designs
the trip itineraries to offer
an immersive experience
and luxury
expedit ion
for small
groups of
12-15 travel-
ers. Private
group travel
can also be
arranged.

D i s t i n -
g u i s h i n g
from his
p e r s o n a l
travel to cre-
ate gallery
works, Walls
e x p l a i n s
that, while
WALLSabout trips offer superb
opportunities for photography,
they are not “photo safaris” or
educational workshops.

on safari & beyond
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Australia is one of the destinations on WALLSabout Luxury Travel, a new business by fine art photographer Benjamin Walls of
Bristol, Virginia.
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Walls, with a Maasai tribesman,
leads a WALLSabout African
safari.
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One WALLSabout tour takes travelers to New Zealand, above, and another trip is headed to Cuba in 2018.

Travel. The new company began or-
ganically as gallery clients and collec-
tors would often come to him for sug-
gestions and advice on where to travel.

The name he derived from the Aus-
tralian term “walkabout,” an expres-
sion pertaining to exploration and en-
lightenment. His relentless pursuit of
photography as an art — waiting for a
majestic moment or finding a hint of
drama at the scene — has given him
unique perspectives in travel.

Having spent 18 months in Australia
and New Zealand and nearly one year
in Africa, Walls relies confidently on
his familiarity. In the African bush, for
instance, he knows animal behavior
and migration patterns from working
with “hand-picked” safari guides and

following the local chatter.
He also has pinpointed pre-
mium lodging options best
suited for wildlife viewing at
specific times of year.

Leveraging his extensive
field experience and years
of making local connec-
tions, Walls has fine-tuned
the discovery opportuni-
ties to curate a dynamic
and memorable journey for
WALLSabout travelers.

Bridging art and travel
Visitors to Benjamin Walls

Gallery on State Street will
quickly see that he is a na-
ture lover. From a young
age Walls was exploring
the forests and rivers of the
southern Appalachians, us-

ing a simple
camera to
take photos
and share his
e n t h u s i a s m
for the out-
doors. Fast
forward to
recent years
and his explo-
sive success
as an interna-
tional award-
winning pho-
t o g r a p h e r ,
f o u r - t i m e
Smithsonian
exhibitor, and

gallery owner since 2010.
Walls considers himself an
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Safari participants sit down for a bush breakfast during
a WALLSabout excursion. The new enterprise, is a sister
company to Benjamin Walls Gallery on State Street in
downtown Bristol.
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A sample of the lodging available to participants traveling with WALLSabout Luxury Travel
in the southern Serengeti. Walls has taken photography trips for years and wants to share
those destinations with others.

Experience and Insight
Walls’ achievements in fine art photography-

have enabled the development of WALLSabout See TRAVEL, Page C6


