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INNS & GETAWAYS BY ANN N. YUNGMEYER

MOST GUESTS AT The Swag will agree: 
the grandeur of the mountains steals the 
show. The inn is situated along a ridgeline 
bordering Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park, and at 5,000 feet in eleva-
tion, it is the highest country inn in the 
eastern U.S. But the overall experience of 
staying at the luxury retreat is what keeps 
guests returning year after year.

Constructed of hand-hewn logs from the 
1800s, The Swag offers true hospitality and 
world-class service in aptly described 

Soaring High in 
Waynesville, N.C. 

The Swag Country Inn celebrates 30 years.
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Nature’s beauty takes center stage at The Swag.
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WHEN YOU GO 

The Swag 
2300 Swag Road
Waynesville, NC 28785
800-789-7672
Fax: 828-926-2036
theswag.com
Email: letters@theswag.com

Open from mid-Apr i l  through 
Thanksgiving. Rates vary, visit theswag.
com for details.
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“haute” rustic style. Gourmet cuisine is part 
of the package and dining is open to visitors 
not staying at  the inn.  Wednesday 
Cookouts, Thursday Barbeque and Sunday 
Brunch are popular among area residents.

Highlighting special weeks, the inn hosts 
guided walks and lecturers on nature, wild-
flowers and cultural history of the Smokies. 
Countless hiking trails leave from the inn’s 
doorstep, of which a favorite is the hike to 
Hemphill Bald, the highest point on the 
Cataloochee Divide. The top of the grassy 
bald makes an ideal picnic spot, where one 
can see Roan Mountain, Mt. Mitchell, Cold 
Mountain and numerous other Blue Ridge 
peaks identified on a marker.

Celebrating the inn’s 30th season this 
year, The Swag owner Deener Matthews 
says, “We continue to upgrade and try to 
make the guest experience better each year, 
but we hold on to the same ideals that are 
part of our tradition.”

Guests become part of that tradition too, 
whether watching the sunrise from 
Adirondack chairs or taking the “polar bear 
plunge” before breakfast in the spring-fed 
pond. Whatever the inspiration, as one 
“Swagger” notes, “Up here, the busy world 
is hushed and the fever of life is distant.”

And it’s likely to be that way for a long 
time. !

Soaking in an outdoor tub surrounded by stunning mountain views is a perfect way to unwind.
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Guests at The Swag enjoy an elegant rustic atmosphere with all the comforts of home.


