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BlendingEuropean Elegance
Southern   Heritage

ITH NAMES LIKE SOCRATES, MINOTAUR AND RHETT 
BUTLER, they were not ordinary bulls down at the ranch. 
Indeed, nothing has ever seemed ordinary about Cherokee Ranch 
and Castle, a unique museum and cultural destination near  
Denver, Colorado—and a must-see for history and art enthusiasts. 
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Perched on a mesa facing the Rocky Mountain Front Range, 
the castle seems to defy its Western surrounds with architecture 
resembling that of medieval Scotland. Inside, the castle’s great hall 
and stone corridors hold an eclectic collection of European art and 
period furniture spanning many centuries. The history of the place 
and all it contains, however, is as interesting as the castle itself.

Cherokee Ranch and Castle was home to Mildred Montague 
Genevieve Kimball, a Chattanooga native whose family had a 
home on the historic East Terrace (Cameron Hill). Kimball, who 
went by the nickname “Tweet”, moved to Colorado in the 1950s 
and became a prominent cattle breeder.  A pioneering spirit, 
she introduced the sleek-looking Santa Gertrudis breed to the  
Rocky Mountains and was known for her passionate interests in 
ranching, conservation and the arts. 

Prior to her death in 1999, Kimball established a non-profit 
foundation to which she deeded her castle and 3,100-acre property 
for the purpose of promoting the arts and preserving the land  
and wildlife.  For the past decade, the castle has been maintained 

as a museum, open to the public. The foundation offers guided 
tours, a performing arts series, veranda concerts and other cultural 
events throughout the year. 

ORIGIN
In 1924 real estate tycoon Charles Johnson commissioned 

Denver architect Burnham Hoyt to design his country home in the 
style of a Scottish castle.  Native stone (rhyolite) was quarried from 
the ranch property to construct the castle, and Hoyt incorporated 
architectural details such as arched entryways, turrets, gargoyles 
and stairways that spiral upwards to the right (as was tradition to 
give castle defenders the weapon-arm advantage).

 Kimball acquired the property from the Johnson family in 
1954 after divorcing her first husband, a diplomat, who reportedly 
told her, “I’ll buy you any place you want as long as it’s west of the 
Mississippi.” The 11,000-square-foot fortress provided the perfect 
setting to raise her two sons and showcase her grand furnishings 
and original works of art, many which she collected while living 

in England after World War II.  With a nod to the history of  
the land where she grew up, Kimball named the property  
Cherokee Ranch.

A LOOK INSIDE
Entering the castle’s great hall, one is drawn to the massive 

fireplace where mounted buffalo and elk heads loom above 
decorative stone-carving.  A minstrel’s loft in the vaulted oak 
ceiling is featured above the parlor. Reminiscent of medieval 
times, the armor of a 1400’s Saxon knight stands as hallway 
décor behind a display of weapons such as halberds, ranseurs 
and pikes.

Portraits of Mary Queen of Scots (artist unknown) and 
her granddaughter, Elizabeth of Bohemia, by Dutch painter 
Honthorst are featured prominently along with a painting of 
John Allen, the adoptive father of Edgar Allen Poe.  Portraits of 
joint sovereigns William and Mary hang near a graceful burl 
walnut William and Mary-style desk, in which a concealed  

“Bible” drawer 
reflects the times 
of religious unrest 
in 17th-century 
England.  

Throughout 
the castle, bronzes 
of wildlife and 

western scenes by Colorado sculptor Bill Duncan mix comfortably 
with paintings of the Old Masters. A portrait of Isabella d’Este and 
son Federico, painted in the style of Titian, hangs beside a portrait 
study of Saint Peter. “The study, painted in the style of Rubens, is 
typical of those that were done for practice,” explains tour docent  
Meg Anderson.

Additional paintings include works attributed to 
Gainsborough, Constable, Sir Peter Lely, and Jan Brueghel. 
The fine art collection also contains a painting in the style of 
Rembrandt, which Anderson says is possibly a self-portrait.

THE PERMANENT LEGACY OF ONE OF CHATTANOOGA’S 
GRAND DAMES, MILDRED MONTAGUE GENEVIEVE 
KIMBALL, RESIDES IN THIS COLORADO MUSEUM 

Above, Tweet Kimball and her horse
on her 3,100-acre ranch.



Fascinated with history, Kimball was 
an admirer of Charles II, evidenced by his 
prominence in the castle. “Many women 
were fond of Charles,” Anderson jests. 
Featured in an upstairs bedroom is a tailor-
made bed for him, intricately carved in oak 
with the date, 1674.  An inscribed “Order 
of Knighthood,” in reference to Charles’ 
celebrated hiding in the oak tree, hangs 
in the foyer. A portrait of Charles greets 
visitors in the dining room, where displays 
of antique silver, Venetian glass, Royal 
Doulton and other patterns of English and 
Asian china are shown.  

Kimball was also a fan of Winston 
Churchill and collected historic 
photographs and caricature prints of him, 
which hang in the turreted lounge where she 
received distinguished guests from around 
the world. Churchill’s own brushwork is 
shown in a signed and numbered print of 
his home, Chartwell, in Kent.  

Among the oldest relics at the castle 
is a pair of ancient Greek urns excavated 
on Crete and a small urn that dates to 
332 B.C. Other collectibles include first 
edition books of James Audubon, Dickens 
and Shakespeare; original sketches by  
Sir Christopher Wren (the largest set of  
his drawings outside of Oxford); and a 
fanciful assortment of flamboyant, hand-
carved chairs—from the storied Mary 
Queen of Scots “bloody” chairs to George 
III ribbon-back, Dutch Baroque and 
Neoclassical styles.

PRESERVATION
Nearly every treasure in the castle’s collection has 

a story, including many furnishings that Kimball 
inherited from the Montague family home in 
Chattanooga.  There is a marble bust of Kimball’s 
great grandmother, who was said to have passed 
along stories of her Civil War experience, such as 
when she persuaded a Yankee captain not to burn  
her home.  And referring to an exquisite Dutch 
marquetry cabinet that graced the family dining 
rooms for eight generations, Kimball used to say,  
“If only it could talk.” 

In establishing Cherokee Ranch & Castle 
Foundation, Kimball assured that a bit of history is 
preserved along with the expanse of land on which 
the castle rests. Descendants of her prize-winning 
bulls still roam the ranch, and her legacy continues 
through the foundation and museum events. Cultural 
performance partners include Colorado Symphony 
Orchestra, Denver Brass, Denver Center Theatre and 
University of Denver Lamont School of Music.

Note:  Chattanoogans will delight in visiting Cherokee Ranch 
and notice that the first outbuilding upon approaching the 
castle is named Chickamauga.  A drawing of the Montague 
family home from Chattanooga’s historic East Terrace is 
featured in the castle collection along with portraits and 
artifacts of the Montague and Kimball families.

Cheokee Ranch & Castle Sedalia, Colorado
303.688.5555  www.cherokeeranch.org
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The armor of a  
1400s Saxon knight 
stands in the hallway.

Portraits of famous Europeans fill the halls 
of the castle.


