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YOUR VACATION 
We want your 
vacation postcards 
and photos! Mail 
postcards to:

Travel Editor 
The Roanoke Times 
201 W. Campbell Ave. 
Roanoke, VA 24011
Or email your 
photos and a brief 
explanation to Terri 
Macklin at travel@
roanoke.com.

Don’t forget your 
name, address and 
daytime telephone 
number.

Wish you 
were here!

William Payne of Blacksburg and Bruce and Patricia Lightner of Daleville visited 
Turkey in December 2013. They are shown outside the Grand Bazaar in Istanbul. The 
Blue Mosque is in the background. They also visited Cappadocia and Ephesus.
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EXCURSIONS CALENDAR EXCURSIONS CALENDAR

DAY TRIPS
Nov. 18
The Southern Christmas Show
in Charlotte, N.C.
The Roanoke Valley Council of Garden Clubs is 
sponsoring a day trip to the Southern Christmas 
Show. The cost of $65 includes bus fare, entrance 
to the show and light refreshments. For more 
information, contact Cyndi Fletcher at cyndi.
fletcher1@gmail.com or 589-3084.

Nov. 19
2014 Southern Christmas Show
The Radford Parks and Recreation Department is 
offering a trip to the Southern Christmas Show 
in Charlotte, North Carolina. The show features 
Christmas Tree Lane with dozens of Fraser firs and 
holiday rooms decorated by top interior designers. 
In addition, there will be tiny trains and miniature 
villages and the Enchanted Village with dollhouses 
and miniature scenes. The bus will depart at 
6 a.m. The $28 fee per person is based on a full 
bus load and advance reservations are required. 
Please note the fee per person is subject to 
change depending on the number of participants. 
For more information, call 731-5517.

Nov. 21
Wohlfahrt Haus Holiday Spectacular
Mineral Springs Baptist Church is sponsoring a 
trip to the Wohlfahrt Haus Holiday Spectacular 
matinee show in Wytheville. The cost of $58 per 
person includes roundtrip transportation by bus, 
lunch, including all taxes and gratuity, and a show. 
For more information, call 890-4465.

Dec. 5
Holidays at Smithfield Plantation
The City of Roanoke Parks and Recreation depart-
ment is sponsoring a trip to Smithfield Plantation 

on the campus of Virginia Tech for the annual 
“Holidays at Smithfield” celebration. 10:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. The 300-year-old Williamsburg-style 
manor will be dressed up in holiday finery. Lunch 
will be on your own. The price of $52 includes 
transportation, a Smithfield ticket and afternoon 
tea experience. Registration deadline is Dec. 3. 
To register or for more information, visit www.
playroanoke.com or call 853-1027.

Dec. 6
Christmas Mystery Trip  
— Botetourt County
Botetourt County Parks, Recreation and Tourism 
is sponsoring a Christmas Mystery Trip. Are you 
ready? Will it be north, south, east or west? Come 
with us and see. It will be a fun time for every-
one. Lunch and entertainment will be included 
at places we have never visited on any of our 
trips before. Passengers can board the bus at the 
Clearbrook Walmart, U.S. 220, Roanoke; and at the 
Bonsack Walmart, U.S. 460, Roanoke. The price 
of $79 per person includes roundtrip motorcoach 
transportation, an all-inclusive lunch, entertain-
ment, admission to all attractions and a tour host. 
For more information, call 473-8326 or 366-2888.

Dec. 13
Old Dominion Santa
Train Excursion
The City of Roanoke Parks and Recreation depart-
ment is sponsoring a trip to Dillwyn to board the 
vintage diesel train the James River Rambler. 
10:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. The family-friendly train 
excursion will travel through the rolling hills of 
Central Virginia to view the unique winter scenery. 
Santa will join passengers and make his way 
through the train greeting and visiting each child. 
The cost of $49 includes transportation to and 
from Dillwyn and a ticket for the Santa train ride. 

Dinner will be at your own expense. Registration 
deadline is Dec. 1. To register or for more informa-
tion, visit www.playroanoke.com or call 853-1027.

Dec. 13
“Song of the Mountains”
Botetourt County Parks, Recreation and Tourism 
is sponsoring a trip to the Lincoln Theatre in 
Marion for a live recording of the award-winning 
PBS series “Song of the Mountains.” This will be a 
matinee show. There will be guest appearances by 
Chris Jones and Night Drivers, Williamson Branch 
and After Jack among others. The cost of $69 per 
person includes roundtrip motorcoach transporta-
tion, ticket to matinee of “Song of the Mountains” 
and a tour host. Lunch will be on your own in 
Marion prior to the show. Passengers can board 
the bus at Clearbrook Walmart, U.S. 220, Roanoke; 
at Burlington Coat Outlet, Roanoke; at Food 
Lion, Exit 137, Salem; at 2:50 p.m. from Hardee’s, 
Exit 118, Christiansburg; and at 3:10 p.m. from 
McDonald’s, Exit 98, Dublin. For more information, 
call 473-8326 or 366-2888.

Dec. 14
Christmas at Greenbrier/Homestead
Botetourt County Parks, Recreation and Tourism 
is sponsoring a bus trip to Christmas at the 
Greenbrier in White Sulphur Springs, West 
Virginia, and Christmas at the Homestead in Hot 
Springs. The price of $79 per person includes 
roundtrip motorcoach transportation, an all-
inclusive lunch at the Court Street Restaurant, 
visit to the Homestead Resort, visit to the 
Greenbrier Resort, picture stop at Falling Springs 
Falls, picture stop at Humpback Covered Bridge 
and a tour host. Passengers can board the bus at 
the Clearbrook Walmart, U.S. 220, Roanoke; or at 
the Bonsack Walmart, U.S. 460, Roanoke; and at 
locations along the way. For more information, call 

473-8326 or 366-2888

OVERNIGHTERS
Nov. 22-23
Christmas at Biltmore
& Speedway in Lights — Botetourt County
Botetourt County Parks, Recreation and Tourism 
is sponsoring a bus trip to Christmas at Biltmore 
Estates and Speedway in Lights. DAY 1: The 
group will stop at Draper Mercantile, visit historic 
downtown Bristol and view the Mountain Music 
Museum before visiting the Speedway in Lights. 
With more than 200 displays and millions of 
lights, this has become known as the largest holi-
day lights show in the South and one of the big-
gest in the country. DAY 2: Biltmore celebrates the 
season with decorations inspired by the grandeur 
of the house and its surroundings. Inside Biltmore 
House, decorations highlight the architecture 
and art collection. The price per person of $239, 
double; $234, triple; $229, quad; and $289, single; 
includes roundtrip motorcoach transportation, 
visit to the Mountain Music Museum, admis-
sion to Speedway in Lights, one night’s lodging, 
breakfast at the hotel, admission to Biltmore 
Estates Christmas Tour, admission to Biltmore 
Winery and a tour host. Passengers can board the 
bus at Bonsack Walmart; Burlington Coat Factory, 
Roanoke; at Food Lion, Exit 137, Salem. Pickups 
can also be made in Christiansburg and Dublin. For 
more information, call 473-8326 or 366-2888.

Nov. 29-30
Virginia Beach Christmas Lights — Botetourt 
County
Botetourt County Parks, Recreation and Tourism is 
sponsoring a bus trip to see the Christmas lights 
of Virginia Beach. DAY 1: Board the motorcoach 
and travel along the boardwalk for the huge 

display of Christmas lights and fixtures along 
the beach. DAY 2: Visit Fort Story and see two 
lighthouses as well as the marker for the first 
landing. You will get to see the Chesapeake Bay 
Bridge-Tunnel. There will be some time for shop-
ping before heading home. The price per person is 
$199, double; $194, triple; $189, quad; and $239, 
single. Seats on the bus are assigned in the order 
that payment is received. The price includes 
roundtrip motorcoach transportation, admission 
to Boardwalk in Lights, one night’s lodging in 
ocean-front rooms, a visit to Fort Story and a tour 
host. Departure times and locations: The bus will 
depart at 7 a.m. from the Bonsack Walmart, U.S. 
460, Roanoke; at 7:20 a.m. from Lowe’s, U.S. 220, 
Roanoke; and at 7:45 a.m. from Food Lion, Rocky 
Mount. For more information, call 473-8326 or 
366-2888.

Jan. 10-17, 2015
Ski Trip to Banff, Canada
The Roanoke Ski Club is sponsoring a trip to Banff, 
Canada, in the heart of Banff National Forest. Cost 
is $2,200 per person (double occupancy, taxes 
and gratuities included), and includes roundtrip 
air fare from Roanoke, bus transfers, accommoda-
tions at two world-class hotels — Fairmont Banff 
Springs and Chateau Lake Louise; five-day lift 
tickets at Mt. Norquay, Sunshine Village and Lake 
Louise ski resorts; and more. For more informa-
tion, call 818-6160.

Jan. 24-31, 2015
Ski Trip to Lake Tahoe
The Roanoke Ski Club is sponsoring a trip to Lake 
Tahoe including five-day lift tickets at Heavenly, 
Kirkwood and Northstar ski resorts. Cost is $1,698 
per person (double occupancy) and includes air 
from Roanoke, Aston Lakeland Village luxury con-
dos, dinner cruise on Lake Tahoe, wine and cheese 
reception, casino night, and more. Call 330-3312 
for more information.

Feb. 8-15, 2015
Costa Rica
The Salem Museum is sponsoring a trip that 
includes three nights in the region of the Arenal 
volcano followed by three nights at an all-inclusive 
resort on the beach. One additional night is in San 
Jose. The double-occupancy cost of $2,599 per 
person includes air from Greensboro, N.C.; hotels, 
16 meals and sightseeing. Call 982-2200 for more 
information.

Feb. 9-12, 2015
Snowshoe
The Roanoke Ski Club is sponsoring a midweek 
trip to Snowshoe, West Virginia. Cost is $329 per 
person based on double occupancy and includes 
breakfasts and dinners, lodging and transporta-
tion. For more information, contact Renee Lavin at 
renee.lavin@roanokeva.gov or 853-5867.

Feb. 20-22, 2015
Snowshoe
The Roanoke Ski Club is sponsoring a weekend 
trip to Snowshoe, West Virginia. Cost is $229 per 
person based on double occupancy and includes 
breakfasts and dinners, lodging and transporta-
tion. For more information, contact Renee Lavin at 
renee.lavin@roanokeva.gov or 853-5867.

March 22-27, 2015
Great Trains and
Grand Canyons
Roanoke Parks and Recreation is sponsoring a 
Great Trains and Grand Canyons trip. This six-day 
tour features a five-night stay in a Sedona resort; 
roundtrip airfare from Roanoke; eight meals; 
sightseeing and admissions per itinerary; hotel 
transfers; baggage handling; motor coach trans-
portation; and a professional tour director. Trip 
highlights include two rail journeys; Grand Canyon 
National Park; Oak Creek Canyon; the Montezuma 
Castle; and Old Town Scottsdale. The price is 
$2,045 per person/double occupancy; $600 
single supplement. A deposit of $300 is due with 
registration. Final payment is due 75 days prior to 
departure date. Call 853-6865 for a more detailed 
itinerary, registration and trip information.

April 22-May 1, 2015
Israel
Thrasher United Methodist Church in Vinton 

and Trinity Ecumenical Church in Moneta are 
organizing a tour of historic and religious sites in 
Israel, away from the conflicted area. Included are 
Jerusalem, Nazareth, Dead Sea, Bethlehem, Jordan 
River, Golan Heights and museums. Approximate 
cost per person is $3,300. The group departs from 
Roanoke and Dulles airport. For more information, 
call Ken Herndon, 322-4975.

May 7-21, 2015
Heart of Europe
The Salem Museum is sponsoring a 15-day trip 
to Germany, Austria, Italy, Switzerland, France, 
Belgium and Holland. The cost is $4,040 per 
person (double occupancy) and includes air from 
Roanoke, hotels, most meals and much more. Call 
982-2200 for a brochure.

Sept. 2-18, 2015
British Isles
The Salem Museum is sponsoring a 16-day tour 
featuring England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland. 
The cost is $4,590 per person (double occupancy) 
and includes air from Roanoke, hotels, sightseeing 
and most meals. Call 982-2200 for a brochure.

We welcome trips organized by schools, clubs, 
churches and other nonprofits. Send to travel@

roanoke.com or call 981-3340.

By Ann N. Yungmeyer
Special to The Roanoke Times

With a unique setting and 
historic charm, Door County, 
Wisconsin, has been the 
“Cape Cod of the Midwest” for 
generations of Chicagoans and 
vacationers from nearby. Lesser 
known outside the region, the 
70-mile long peninsula that juts 
between Lake Michigan and the 
Bay of Green Bay got its name 
from early French explorers who 
called the treacherous waters 
north of the peninsula La Porte 
des Morts, or Death’s Door.

The appeal of Door County 

is multi-faceted, but for many 
visitors, it’s about enjoying 
simple pleasures in a place 
unchanged by time. Preserving 
the maritime traditions of its 19th 
century Nordic settlers, Door 
County offers quaint waterfront 
towns and myriad recreational 
opportunities. Fast food and 
chain hotels are strikingly 
absent, and high-rise and hip it 
is not. Yet “Door,” as locals call 
it, draws pleasure seekers year 
after year who come for outdoor 
fun, a lively arts scene and local 
cuisine.

Door County, Wisconsin, draws pleasure seekers year after year  
who come for outdoor fun, a lively arts scene and local cuisine.

Climbing the tower gives an 
upclose look inside Cana Island 
Lighthouse, circa 1869.

Sunset Trail in Peninsula State Park is ideal for biking.

Photos courtesy of ANN YUNGMEYER | Special to The Roanoke Times 

Door County, Wisconsin, farmland is framed in fall colors.

A helicopter tour offers the best way to see the lay of the land of Door Peninsula.

If You Go
Green Bay is the closest airport. Rent a car and drive 
one hour north to Door County.

For lodging options — from vintage Door County 
hotels and inns to historic B&Bs, waterfront resorts, 
cabins and rental homes — visit www.doorcounty.
com.

Places to Go
Traditional Fare and Favorite Stops

n Authentic Fish Boil at the Old Post Office in 
Ephraim, a 100-year old tradition of the early 
Scandinavian settlers in which fresh caught whitefish 
is kettle boiled over a raging open flame

n Home-brewed draft root beer at Wilson’s Ice 
Cream Parlor, a landmark in Ephraim since 1906

n Handcrafted Island Orchard Brut Apple Cider and 
whitefish chowder at The Cookery in Fish Creek

n Premium fresh roast Arabica coffee at Door County 
Coffee and Tea Company, where you can view 
the roasting at “Coffee College” and have a hearty 
breakfast

n New England style seafood appetizers, fresh caught 
local fish and exquisite waterfront dining at the 
historic Harbor Fish Market and Grill in Bailey’s 
Harbor

n Wine tasting at Harbor Ridge Winery in Egg 
Harbor for the award-winning “Give me one good 
Riesling” and “Call me a Cab”

n Honeycrisp apples (pick your own if you wish) and 
killer chocolate-covered cherries at Orchard Country 
Winery and Market in Fish Creek.
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Great Lakes gem

Discover Door

A ride on Door Coun-
ty Trolley is a good way 
to begin your visit and 
see some highlights with 
animated narration and 
stops at scenic overlooks. 
Themed trolley rides for 
winery, culinary, lighthouse 
and ghost tours are also 
available. For a more adven-
turous outing and to get the 
lay of the land, UpNorth 
Helicopter tours hover over 
turquoise coastal waters, 
farmland, lighthouses and 
distinctive landmarks.

You’ll need a car to 
explore Door County’s 
many harbor towns and 
villages. Each has its own 
character, and some have 
enchanting names with 
local lore including Bailey’s 
Harbor on the Lake Michi-
gan side and Egg Harbor, 
Fish Creek, Ephraim and 
Sister’s Bay on Green Bay. 
Sturgeon Bay is a charm-
ing small city located in the 
southern part of the pen-
insula. A variety of family-
owned inns, restaurants and 
boutiques can be found in 
each community.

Cultural heritage and the 
arts are a big attraction, and 
Door is home to a host of 
working artists and custom 
jewelers whose works are 
found in studios and galler-
ies in nearly every village. 
Nautical enthusiasts can 
visit the maritime museum 
and several of the 11 historic 
lighthouses open for public 
view. Door’s theater arts 
feature renowned compa-
nies performing both on 
stage and in outdoor ven-

ues, including Peninsula 
Players Theatre, America’s 
oldest professional resident 
summer theater that will 
celebrate its 80th season in 
2015.

Outdoor pursuits
Along with quiet coun-

try roads, Door boasts five 
state parks and miles of des-

ignated trails that beckon 
walkers, hikers and cyclists. 
The scenic Sunset Trail at 
Peninsula State Park offers 
a beautiful 10-mile loop that 
is ideal for biking. Rent a 
bike at Edge of Park Rent-
als and ride the sign-posted 
gravel path along scenic 
shoreline and through for-
ested hills. Among endless 
choices for hiking, Potawa-
tomi State Park, named for 
an American Indian tribe 
that inhabited the penin-
sula, offers several short 
loop trails; a favorite being 
the easy 4-mile Tower Trail 
that connects with part 
of the national scenic Ice 

Age Trail before ending at 
an observation tower. One 
can climb the 75-foot tower 
situated on top of a 150-foot 
bluff for spectacular treetop 
views across the bay.

Door County’s geology, 
as part of the rocky Niagara 
Escarpment, along with its 
positioning between two 
bodies of water accounts 
for microclimates that sup-
port a variety of rare plants 
and bird species. Naturalist-
guided walks at the Ridges 
Sanctuary, a nature preserve 
and designated Audubon 
Important Bird Area, offer 
an introduction to the area’s 
ecosystem.

Clear water and a sce-
nic shoreline make Door 
County a premier destina-
tion for kayaking, paddle 
boarding and other water 
sports. Kayak tours are 
offered to see caves, bluffs 
and shallow water ship-
wrecks. Temperatures of 
Lake Michigan rise to the 
high 60s in July and August 
making swimming refresh-
ing, and the warmer, calmer 
waters can be found in the 
bay and inland lakes. Fish-
ing is popular year round, 
though many activities on 
the peninsula are seasonal 
from May to October, and 
some businesses close dur-

ing winter. But for those 
seeking cold-weather fun, 
Door heats up with winter 
activities including snow-
shoeing, candlelight cross-
country skiing, ice fishing, 
polar bear plunges (with 
water temperatures around 
32 degrees) and bonfire cel-
ebrations.

Cherries, cheese  
and wine

Door County’s culinary 
focus is on a variety of 
locally sourced foods — 
from orchard fruits to fresh 
caught perch, whitefish and 
walleye. The area is famous 
for growing Montmorency 
cherries, and visitors will 
find abundant opportuni-
ties to sample award-win-
ning tart cherry pie, cherry 
muffins, pastries and jams, 
as well as cherry flavored 
coffee and cherry wine. 
Also apple country, Door 
County orchards feature 
pick-your-own and offer 
cider and apple wine tast-
ings. Traditional wines are 
also produced on the pen-
insula, as well as blended 
wines with every fruit 
imaginable including pear, 
plum, raspberry, cranberry 
and ligonberry.

Wisconsin is, after all, 
the Dairy State, so cheese 
lovers will delight in tast-
ing artisan cheeses and 
sampling a local specialty, 
cheese curds, found on 
many restaurant menus. 
Wisconsin Cheese Masters 
and Schoolhouse Artisan 
Cheese, both in Egg Harbor, 
offer informative tastings 
and feature large selections 
of handmade Wisconsin 
cheese, representing more 
than 30 artisan producers 
from the state.

Ann Yungmeyer, who is  
based in Tennessee, writes 

travel features for Southeastern 
publications. Read more 

of her published stories at 
annyungmeyer.wordpress.com.
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DOOR: It boasts five state parks and miles of designated trails
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