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By Ann N. Yungmeyer
Special to The Roanoke Times

Tulip time in the Netherlands, from 
late March to mid-May, is the most pop-
ular season for visitors. Amsterdam, its 
gardens, parks, museums and cafes are 
teaming with tourists, but even so, I was 
eager to join the crowd to see the annual 
tulip phenomenon and the dazzling dis-
play of color across the countryside.

Hometown friends who had recently 
returned from an AmaWaterways cruise 
on the Danube River told me about their 
enthusiasm for river cruising as a way to 
take in the beauty of the landscape and 
to “wake up in new place every morning 
without unpacking a suitcase every day.” 
They raved about extraordinary cuisine 
and joked about wanting to buy stock in 
the family-owned cruise line.

Word-of-mouth doesn’t come much 
stronger than that, so my husband and 
I were soon booked for early April on 
AmaWaterways “Tulip Time” cruise, 
a 7-day jaunt along Dutch and Belgian 
waterways.

The AmaSonata, a four-level vessel 
built to accommodate about 160 guests, 
was our home for the week. Embarking 
from Amsterdam on a circular route 
through locks, lakes and river tributar-
ies, we found ourselves each day in a new 
port, with optional shore excursions that 
included walking and bike tours and bus 
trips to inland attractions.

Before leaving Amsterdam, we 

enjoyed a canal boat ride along the city’s 
17th-century canals and a walking tour to 
see the magnificent Golden Age archi-
tecture, the floating flower market and 
Anne Frank House, among other famous 
landmarks. AmaSonata then headed 
toward North Holland to our first stop 
at the charming, historic port town of 
Hoorn, which also afforded a visit to 
nearby Edam, famous for its cheeses. 
We sampled many artisan varieties and 
found that the bright-colored paraffin 
encasements that preserve the cheese 
make it easy to take home through U.S. 
Customs.

We woke the next morning in the 

city of Arnhem, the site of a World War 
II battle during Operation Market Gar-
den, which inspired the book and movie 
“A Bridge Too Far.” My husband walked 
the rebuilt John Frost Bridge and toured 
the Airborne Museum, while I joined 
another group to visit Het Loo Palace 
and gardens, built in the 17th century as 
a residence of the royal House of Orange-
Nassau.

Our itinerary took us into Belgium — 
first docking at Antwerp, a port city with 
many attractions including the historic 
market square and cathedral. The cathe-
dral houses a collection of paintings by 
Peter Paul Rubens who lived in Antwerp 

from 1616 until his death in 1640, and his 
former residence is now a museum. Our 
guided bike tour took us through city 
parklands and eclectic neighborhoods 
including the Red Light district and 
the diamond district. We topped off the 
afternoon at an iconic pub called The 11th 
Commandment, as famous for its char-
acteristic décor of hundreds of religious 
statuettes as for its selection of local craft 
brews (among Belgium’s 600 beers.)

At the confluence of two rivers, Ghent 
is one of Belgium’s lesser-known gems 
with impressive churches and colorful 
riverbank houses of graceful form and 
ornamental detail. Our morning walking 
tour of the beautiful city whet our appe-
tite for an afternoon excursion to Bruges, 
arguably one of Europe’s most pictur-
esque medieval cities. Once a center for 
making old-style Belgian lace, Bruges is 
also an architectural gem with its inviting 
main square, historic belfry tower, town 
hall and the Church of Our Lady, which 
houses the Michelangelo sculpture “Vir-
gin and Child.” A popular tourist desti-
nation, Bruges offers boat cruises on its 
charming canals — a relaxing way to take 
in the scenery and travel back in time.

Back in the Netherlands, the quiet 
countryside around the walled village of 
Willemstad afforded us views of wind-
mills and the town’s octagonal-shaped 
church, the first Protestant church in 
the Netherlands. In nearby Kinderdijk, 
a UNESCO site for its historic windmills 
built in the 1700s, we had an up close look 
and the opportunity to climb inside a 
windmill and learn about the process of 
pumping water to form polders and dikes 
since early times.

So where were all the tulips? In gen-
eral, the blooming bulbs were two weeks 

A trip to Keukenhof Gardens in 
Lisse is well worth an excursion 
along Dutch and Belgian 
waterways.
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Seven million blooming bulbs are planted at Keukenhof Gardens in Lisse, the Netherlands.

Amsterdam’s 17th-century canals are a UNESCO Heritage site.
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EXCURSIONS CALENDAR

DAY TRIPS
May 23
Craft Brewery Trip
Roanoke County Parks, Recreation 
and Tourism is sponsoring this bus 
trip for ages 21 and up. Spend the day 
visiting several local breweries and ci-
deries in the Shenandoah Valley such 
as Devils Backbone and Bold Rock to 
sample their libations. The $45 fee 
includes transportation and staff. 
All beverages must be purchased on 
your own. For more information, call 
772-7529.

June 11
The Mansions  
of Wythe County
Roanoke County Parks, Recreation 
and Tourism is sponsoring this bus 
trip for ages 55 and up. Guided 
tours will include the newly restored 
Bolling Wilson Hotel, the Fort Chiswell 
Mansion and the Trinkle Mansion Bed 
and Breakfast. The $66 fee includes 
breakfast biscuit, all tour fees, lunch 
at Fort Chiswell Mansion dining room, 
bus transportation and escort. For 
more information, call 772-7529.

June 12
Virginia Dare Cruise
The City of Roanoke Parks and 
Recreation is sponsoring a trip to 
Smith Mountain Lake for a lunch-
time cruise aboard The Virginia Dare. 
During the two-hour voyage, you 
will experience the lake through a 
narrated sightseeing tour and learn 
why the area is one of the top vaca-
tion spots around. This unique cruise 
will also provide you with a gourmet 
lunch. The cost of $65 includes cruise, 
lunch and transportation. The trip will 
depart from Rivers Edge N. Parking 
Lot on Reserve Ave. at 10:30 a.m. To 
register, visit www.playroanoke.com 
or for more information, call 853-
1027. Registration deadline is June 1.

June 18
“Southern Fried Nuptials”
Windsor Hills United Methodist 
Church is hosting this trip to the 
Barter Theatre to see the comedy 
“Southern Fried Nuptials” with lunch 
at Greenway Haven Party House. 
The 50-passenger bus will leave the 
church at 8:30 a.m. and return about 
7:30 p.m. The cost is $80 per person 
and includes bus, theater, luncheon, 
all tips and gratuities. For more 
information, call Branan Thompson at 
774-7977.

June 20
“Southern Fried Nuptials”
Friends of the Roanoke County Public 
Library is sponsoring a bus trip to the 
Barter Theatre to see the comedy 
“Southern Fried Nuptials.” The trip 
also includes a stop at Heartwood 
Artisan Center and a wine tasting. The 
bus will depart at 8 a.m. and return 
about 9:30 p.m. The price is $65 for 
members and $80 for guests. Call 
772-7507 (South County Library) to 
register or for more information.

June 27
“Keep on the Sunny Side”
Botetourt County Parks, Recreation 
and Tourism is sponsoring a trip to 
the Barter Theatre in Abingdon to see 
the play “Keep on the Sunny Side: The 
Songs & Story of the Original Carter 
Family.” Prior to the play, there will 
be a stop for lunch (on your own) 
and time to visit some of Abingdon’s 
sites. The price is $89 per person and 
includes roundtrip motorcoach trans-
portation, a visit to Draper Mercantile, 
admission ticket to “Keep on the 
Sunny Side,” sightseeing in Abingdon 
and a tour host. Seats on the bus are 
assigned in the order that payment 
is received. The bus will depart at 
7:30 a.m. from the Bonsack Walmart, 

U.S. 460, Roanoke; at 7:45 a.m. from 
Burlington Coat Outlet, Hershberger 
Road, Roanoke; and at 8 a.m. from 
Food Lion, Exit 137, Salem. Pickups 
are also available in Christiansburg 
and Dublin. The return time is around 
8:30 p.m. For more information, call 
473-8326 or 366-2888.

July 16
“Mary Poppins”
Windsor Hills United Methodist 
Church is hosting this trip to the 
Barter Theatre to see the ever-popular 
Broadway musical “Mary Poppins” 
with lunch at Heartwood Artisan 
Gateway Center. The 50-passenger 
bus will leave the church at 8:30 a.m. 
and return about 7:30 p.m. The 
cost is $80 per person and includes 
bus, theater, luncheon, all tips and 
gratuities. For more information and 
reservations, call Branan Thompson at 
774-7977.

July 18
The Carter Fold — Hiltons
Botetourt County Parks, Recreation 
and Tourism is sponsoring a trip to 
the Carter Fold in Hiltons. The Carter 
Fold features weekly performances 
of old-time country and folk music. 
Dinner will be on your own prior to 
arrival. The price is $89 per person 
and includes roundtrip motorcoach 
transportation, ticket to the Carter 
Fold and a tour host. Seats on the bus 
are assigned in the order that pay-
ment is received. The bus will depart 
at noon from the Bonsack Walmart, 
U.S. 460, Roanoke; at 12:15 p.m. from 
the Burlington Coat Outlet, Roanoke; 
and at 12:45 p.m. from the Food Lion, 
Wildwood Road (Exit 137), Salem. 
There will also be a pickup at Exit 118 
in Christiansburg. The return time is 
about 1 a.m. For more information, 
call 473-8326 or 366-2888.

Aug. 1
Song of the Mountains
Botetourt County Parks, Recreation 
and Tourism is sponsoring a bus trip 
to the Lincoln Theatre in Marion for 
a live recording of the PBS televi-
sion series. “Song of the Mountains” 
showcases the top talents in 
bluegrass and old-time music. There 
will be guest appearances by Doyle 
Lawson & Quicksilver, Tim White & 
the VW Boys, The Malpass Brothers 
and Bill & Maggie Anderson. The price 
of $69 per person includes roundtrip 
motorcoach transportation, a ticket to 
the show and a tour host. Dinner will 
be on your own. The bus will depart 
at 2 p.m. from the Bonsack Walmart, 
U.S. 460, Roanoke; at 2:25 p.m. 
from Food Lion, Exit 137, Salem; at 
2:50 p.m. from Hardee’s, Exit 118, 
Christiansburg; and at 3:10 p.m. from 
McDonald’s, Exit 98, Dublin. For more 
information, call 473-8326 or 366-
2888.

Aug. 22
“A Midsummer Night’s Dream”
Windsor Hills United Methodist 
Church is hosting this trip on a 
Saturday to the the Shakespeare 
Theater in Staunton to see the farci-
cal comedy “A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream.” There will be a stop at The 
Cheese Factory and a gourmet lunch 
at The Boar’s Head in Charlottesville. 
The 50-passenger bus will leave the 
church at 7:30 a.m. and return about 
6:30 p.m. The cost is $85 per person 
and includes bus, theater, luncheon, 
all tips and gratuities. For more infor-
mation and reservations, call Branan 
Thompson at 774-7977.

OVERNIGHTERS
May 22-25
Chesapeake Bay — Sea Kayaking
The City of Roanoke Parks and 
Recreation is sponsoring this trip. 

Historic Mathews County holds one 
of the most productive estuaries on 
the bay. Beginners and experienced 
paddlers will explore the many trea-
sures these western shore creeks and 
waterways hold. Prior to the trip, we 
will learn basic paddling techniques. 
We will also visit the bay’s third old-
est lighthouse, New Point Comfort, 
and enjoy Chesapeake Bay cuisine. All 
lodging, two meals per day (excluding 
dinners), equipment, transportation 
and leadership are provided. The cost 
is $559 with a deposit of $125. For 
more information, call 853-2236.

May 28-29
The Crooked Road Spring Bus Tour
The History Museum of Western 
Virginia is sponsoring this trip. Travel 
the Crooked Road on a bus through 
the scenic mountains from Roanoke 
to Bristol for two days of traditional 
country music. Starting with exhibits 
of old-time ballads at the Blue Ridge 
Institute and Museum at Ferrum 
College, the tour will follow the Blue 
Ridge Parkway to the Blue Ridge 
Music Center at Milepost 213 where 
fiddlers play. After a stop at the an-
nual Fiddlers Convention, the tour will 
head to dinner. From lodging at the 
Comfort Inn, the first stop on Friday 
will be at Heartwood. The major 
destination is the new Birthplace of 
Country Music in Bristol. Local history 
will be explained throughout the trip.
The trip is all-inclusive. The cost for a 
double room is $250 for members and 
$275 for nonmembers. For a single 
room, the cost is $310 for members 
and $335 for nonmembers. For more 
information, visit vahistorymuseum.
org or call 342-5770.

June 25-26
“Joseph”
St. Mark’s United Methodist Church 
in Daleville is sponsoring this trip 
to the Sight and Sound Theatre in 
Pennslyvania to see “Joseph.” The 
cost of $247 per person (based on 
double occupancy) includes motor-
coach transportation, motel, the per-
formance, one breakfast, one family 
style dinner at an Amish farm, a guid-
ed tour of Gettysburg Battlefields, 
taxes and gratuities for meals, a guide 
and driver. For more information, call 
Julia Greer at 330-7933.

July 3-5; Sept. 5-7
New York
Botetourt County Parks, Recreation 
and Tourism is sponsoring a bus trip 
to New York City on Independence 
Day weekend and Labor Day weekend. 
Day 1: The group will visit Central 
Park and Times Square. Day 2: The 
group will tour the Empire State 
Building Observatory. At Rockefeller 
Plaza, the group can visit St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral, the NBC Store and see 
Radio City Music Hall. Other activities 
will include visiting the 9/11 Memorial 
and Chinatown. Day 3: The group will 
take a ferry to Ellis Island and to the 
Statue of Liberty Island. The price per 
person — $399 double; $389 triple; 
$379 quad; and $499 single — in-
cludes roundtrip motorcoach trans-
portation, breakfast upon departure, 
two nights’ lodging (in New Jersey), 
admission to Empire State Building 
Observatory, ferry ticket to Statue 
of Liberty and Ellis Island and a tour 
host. Passengers can board the bus at 
the Food Lion, Exit 137, Salem; and at 
Bonsack Walmart, U.S. 460, Roanoke; 
and at other locations along the way. 
For more information, call 473-8326 
or 366-2888.

July 25-Aug. 2 or
July 25-Aug. 9
Belize
BOOKBAG SANTA still has spaces left 
for this trip. Each person brings two 
boxes of school supplies on the plane. 

The approximate cost is $1,300 for 
the plane, hotel and food. The second 
week comes to about $200. Activities 
will include exploring Mayan ruins, 
snorkeling and fishing. For more 
information, contact Gary Hunt at 
342-2083 or bookbagsanta@verizon.
net.

Aug. 15-16
D.C. Train & Riverboat
Botetourt County Parks, Recreation 
and Tourism is sponsoring a trip to 
Washington, D.C. Day 1: The group 
will travel from Roanoke to Lynchburg 
by motorcoach. In Lynchburg, it 
will board the train for the scenic 
excursion. The train goes through 
Charlottesville, Culpepper, Manassas 
and Alexandria. During the evening, 
the group will visit the Roosevelt 
Memorial, the World War II Memorial, 
the new Martin Luther King Memorial 
and the Airforce Memorial. Day 2: 
There will be a picture stop at the 
U.S. Capitol Building as well as at 
the White House. You will visit the 
Smithsonian Museums of your choice 
during the morning. In the afternoon, 
we travel to Georgetown to board 
the Potomac Riverboat and cruise 
the Potomac River past Washington, 
D.C. We’ll arrive in Alexandria. The 
price of $259 double; $254 triple; 
$249 quad; and $299 single includes 
roundtrip motorcoach transportation, 
ticket on Amtrak from Lynchburg to 
Washington, D.C., one-night’s lodging, 
breakfast at hotel, ticket for Potomac 
River Cruise, sightseeing as listed and 
a tour host. Passengers can board the 
bus at the Clearbrook Walmart, U.S. 
220, Roanoke; at Bonsack Walmart, 
U.S. 460, Roanoke; at Bedford 
Welcome Center, Bedford; and at 
Sheetz, New London. For more infor-
mation, call 473-8326 or 366-2888.

Sept. 2-18
British Isles
The Salem Museum is sponsoring 
a 16-day tour of England, Scotland, 
Wales and Ireland. The cost is $4,640 
per person (double occupancy) and 
includes air from Roanoke, hotels, 
sightseeing and most meals. Call 982-
2200 for a brochure.

Sept. 24-Oct. 7
Alpine Splendor
The Vinton Luncheon Lions Club is 
sponsoring a trip to Germany, Austria 
and Switzerland. Travel to the land of 
fairy-tale villages, medieval castles 
and alpine vistas. The price is $4,340 
(less early booking discount) and 
includes airfare, accommodations, 
most meals, transportation in Europe 
and more. For a brochure, call 444-
0033.

Sept. 28-Oct. 6
Treasures of Ireland
The City of Roanoke Parks and 
Recreation is sponsoring this trip. The 
tour features two nights in Limerick, 
two nights in Killarney and three 
nights in Dublin; roundtrip airfare 
from Roanoke; 11 meals; sightseeing 
and admissions per itinerary; hotel 
transfers; baggage handling; motor 
coach transportation; and a profes-
sional tour director. The cost is $3195 
per person/double occupancy; $600 
single supplement. A deposit of $500 
per person is due with registration. 
Final payment is due July 10. Call 853-
1027 for more information.

Oct. 6-17
Treasures of Italy
The Vinton Chamber of Commerce 
is sponsoring a 12-day trip to Milan, 
Verona, Venice, the Tuscany region, 
Florence, and Rome. The price is 
$4,240 less early booking discount 
and includes airfare, accommoda-
tions, most meals, transportation in 
Italy, a professional tour manager, all 

taxes and fees and more. For more 
information, call 444-0033.
Oct. 9-14
Albuquerque, New Mexico
The Taubman Museum of Art is spon-
soring a six-day tour to the Balloon 
Fiesta with three nights in Santa 
Fe for museum members. Space is 
filling up fast. Memberships can be 
purchased for $30 and up. The trip is 
$2,395 per person (double occu-
pancy) and includes air from Roanoke, 
hotels, sightseeing and seven meals. 
For more information, call Pat S. 
Walters at 204-4117.

Oct. 10-18
Spain
The Roanoke Regional Chamber of 
Commerce is sponsoring this nine-
day, seven-nights’ tour of Madrid, 
Cordoba, Seville, Granada and more. 
Attend a free orientation meeting 
June 8 at 5:30 p.m. at the Roanoke 
Regional Chamber Board Room, 
210 S. Jefferson St. Please RSVP by 
contacting Judy Chambliss at 983-
0700 ext. 100 or emailing business@
RoanokeChamber.org. The trip is 
$3,099 (based on double occupancy) 
and includes round-trip interna-
tional airfare flying out of Washington 
Dulles, first-class accommodations 
and more.

NEW!
Oct. 11-20
Tour Israel in 2015
This trip is being RESCHEDULED from 
April to October to tour historic and 
religious sites in northern Israel, away 
from the conflicted area. Included 
are Jerusalem, Nazareth, Dead Sea, 
Bethlehem, Jordan River, Masata, 
Golan Heights and many other places. 
The trip is sponsored by Thrasher 
United Methodist Church in Vinton 
and supported by Trinity Ecumenical 
Church in Moneta. For more informa-
tion, call Ken Herndon at 322-4975.

Oct. 17-25
China
The Roanoke Regional Chamber of 
Commerce is sponsoring this nine-
day tour of Beijing, Shanghai, Suzhou, 
Hangzhou and more. Attend a free ori-
entation meeting June 8 at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Roanoke Regional Chamber 
Board Room, 210 S. Jefferson St. 
Please RSVP by contacting Judy 
Chambliss at 983-0700 ext. 100 or 
emailing business@RoanokeChamber.
org. The trip is $2,470 (based on 
double occupancy with a discount 
price of $2,399 for cash and/or check 
payment) and includes round-trip 
international airfare flying out of 
JFK,first-class accommodations and 
more.

Dec. 1-5
New Orleans Holiday
The City of Roanoke Parks and 
Recreation is sponsoring this trip. 
Tour the historic city and visit sites 
such as Bourbon Street, Oak Alley 
Plantation and Celebration in the 
Oaks. This tour includes a four-
night stay; roundtrip airfare from 
Roanoke; seven meals; sightseeing 
and admission per itinerary; hotel 
transfers; baggage handling; motor 
coach transportation; and a profes-
sional tour director. The cost is $1,749 
per person, double occupancy; $475, 
single supplement. A deposit of $300 
per person is due with registration. 
Final payment is due 75 days prior to 
departure date. Call 853-1027 for a 
more detailed itinerary and registra-
tion.

We welcome trips organized by 
schools, clubs, churches and other 

nonprofits. Send to travel@roanoke.
com or call 981-3340.

Considerations for Choosing  
a European River Cruise

n River cruising as a way of travel is booming, 
and many cruise lines catering to North American 
tourists offer 7-14 day European river cruises — 
some with seasonal themes such as Christmas 
markets, wine and beer tasting, art, jazz and 
bicycling. Consider destination, timing, weather, 
budget and the number of days you want to 
spend.

n The river cruise concept is made for 
sightseeing and geared for people who enjoy 
learning and discovery of new places, but relaxing 
onboard is always an option! Some itineraries 
lend themselves to exploring on your own in port 
cities, while others offer a myriad of group tours. 
Shore excursions are generally, but not always, 
included in the price.

n Want a room with a view? Highly 
recommended for watching the world go by from 
your cozy bed or private terrace. River cruise ships 
generally offer a choice of lower deck or upper 

deck staterooms with full or French balconies.

n Check the age of the vessel and updates to 
accommodations. The hardware of river cruise 
ships often looks similar, as the size is dictated by 
waterway parameters, and the styles may vary 
only slightly. Generally, newer ships have better 
amenities.

n Service and cuisine are the key components 
of how cruise companies differentiate themselves. 
Some cruise lines place heavy emphasis on the 
dining experience, including AmaWaterways, 
a member of La Chaine des Rotisseurs, a 
prestigious international gastronomic society.

n The fastest-growing segment for European 
river cruise travel is with travelers age 50+. River 
cruising is popular with groups of friends or family 
members spending social time together, as well 
as couples seeking a romantic experience. Solo 
travelers can find special pricing on some cruises.

n The Berlitz book, “River Cruising in Europe” 
by Douglas Ward offers a good source of 
industry research and ratings of cruise companies. 
And recommendation of a friend is always best.

behind due to unusually cool weath-
er, and while we saw a few fields of 
expansive color, the highlight was 
a trip to Keukenhof Gardens in the 
town of Lisse, not far from Amster-
dam. The 70-acre park, with seven 
million planted blooming bulbs, is 
the largest bulb flower park in the 
world, with indoor exhibits and 
endless garden displays. Visitors 
can buy Keukenhof ’s seasonally 
harvested tulip bulbs that are spe-
cially approved for U.S. import and 
can be mailed home in time for fall 
planting.

Amsterdam’s Tulip Museum is 
worth a visit for tulip enthusiasts, 
where one can learn about the 
history of the tulip brought to the 
Netherlands from Turkey, its early 
trading, and the infamous Tulip 
Mania of 1636.

Being my first experience on a 
cruise, I underestimated the plea-
sure I would find in the actual cruis-
ing — relaxing on the sundeck, 
watching the passing scenery, and 
opening my terrace doors at night 
to catch the moonlight reflections 
and hear the whooshing sound of 
movement through the water.

I learned the Dutch word “gezel-
lig,” which loosely translates to 
mean friendly, gregarious, relax-
ing, cozy; and it was seemingly a 
strong undercurrent of AmaWater-
ways’ philosophy. With the genial 
onboard atmosphere, we felt at 
home on the ship, and in addition 
to tiptoeing through the tulips, the 
characteristic Dutch gezellig was a 
pleasant aspect of our travel adven-
ture.

Ann Yungmeyer is a freelance  
writer in Kingsport, Tenn.
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Featuring 2,000 acres of recreation, this
legendary resort is an adventure lover’s
dream. Make a splash at our water park,
or enjoy activities including archery,
biking, hiking and more.

540-839-1766 • thehomestead.com

from

$265*
Accommodations +
activity of your choice or
lazy river inner tube

ADVENTURE
PACKAGE

*Rate does not include taxes or daily resort charge. Activity
component does not include lessons, private activities or
ammo. Surcharges may apply to upgrade some activities
Some restrictions apply.

©2015 Omni Hotels & Resorts

Check in.
Then jump in.


