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The country roads around Elkhart 
Lake, Wisconsin, are marked with his-
toric placards with intriguing names 
such as Wacker’s Wend, Kimberly’s 
Korner, Dickens Ditch and Hard Left 
— signaling sharp turns, blind hills and 
road anomalies ahead. Driving along 
these roads leading into the resort vil-
lage of Elkhart Lake, visitors will see 
that this off-the-beaten-path spot near 
Sheboygan in southern Wisconsin has 
a fascinating road racing history. And 
today, as home to Road America  — 
some 700,000 fans arrive each year in 
Elkhart Lake to visit “America’s Nation-
al Park of Speed.”

Sports car racing gained prominence 
in Elkhart Lake in the early ’50s, but long 
before then, the pristine waters of the 
lake itself and surrounding wilderness 
attracted early settlers and outdoor 
enthusiasts alike.

The American Indian Potawatomi 
tribe first lived by the glacier-made 
lake believing that the clear, blue-green 
waters had curative powers. The tribe 
called it a chosen spot and gave the lake 
its name, based on a legend about the 
heart of an elk.

In the late 1800s, Elkhart Lake 
became a popular summer destination 
when railway lines opened access for 
city dwellers from Milwaukee, Chica-
go and St. Louis. Resorts and cottages 
sprung up along the lakeshore, and 
during the Roaring Twenties, the vil-
lage became a hub for illegal gambling, 
which was eventually shut down — giv-
ing way to the area’s unspoiled charm as 

an enchanting retreat for families. The 
spring-fed Elkhart Lake is considered 
one of the cleanest lakes in Wisconsin 
and is still enjoyed for swimming, fish-
ing, boating and now, year-round rec-
reation.

Legendary resorts
Three lakeside Victorian-style 

resorts offer a glimpse into the history 
of Elkhart Lake and its early German 
immigrants, coupling old world atmo-
sphere with modern resort amenities. 
In addition to panoramic lake views, 
guests enjoy indoor and outdoor pools, 
spa, sandy beach areas, boating and a 
choice of restaurants, all within walking 
distance of each other and the village 
center. With contemporary cuisine, 
boutique shopping, cultural and holiday 
activities, Elkhart Lake is a four-season 
destination.

Osthoff Resort is the grand dame of 
Elkhart Lake, originally constructed 
in 1885 and completely rebuilt in 1995 
into a luxury AAA Four Diamond hotel. 
The resort offers spacious suites and is 
home to the state-of-the-art Aspira Spa 
and fitness facility, L’ecole de la Mai-
son cooking school, and two elegant 
restaurants. Osthoff offers children’s 
programs, waterfront games, and bikes 
and boats for rent.

Victorian Village, an 11-acre resort 
originally known as Lakeview House 
and the Schwartz Hotel, dates from 
1872 and was rebuilt in 1891 after being 
destroyed by fire. Recent renovations 
and expansions give guests a choice of 
accommodations, from quaint rooms to 

Elkhart Lake

This historic lakeside Wisconsin resort, known for serenity  
and calm, finds perfect harmony with its legendary race-town fame.
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Osthoff walking paths and pond along the lakefront

See RETREAT, 7 Learn to paddleboard at Victorian Village.

Go-karting at Road America
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DAY TRIPS
Sept. 26
Fall Mystery Trip
Botetourt County Parks, Recreation and 
Tourism is sponsoring this trip. Will it be north, 
south, east or west? Sign up and see. The 
price per person is $69 and includes roundtrip 
motorcoach transportation, an all-inclusive 
lunch, admission to all attractions and a tour 
host. The bus will depart at 7:45 a.m. from 
the Bonsack Walmart, U.S. 460, Roanoke; at 8 
a.m. from Burlington Coat Factory, Roanoke; 
and at 8:20 a.m. from the Food Lion, Exit 137, 
Salem. For more information, call 473-8326 or 
366-2888.

Oct. 1
“7 Brides For 7 Brothers”
Windsor Hills United Methodist Church is host-
ing this trip to Wohlfahrt Haus Dinner Theatre. 
The bus will leave the church at 10:30 a.m. and 
return about 6:30 p.m. The cost per person is 
$62 and includes transportation, meals and all 
gratuities. For more information, go to wind-
sorhillsumc.org and click on Seniors/Tours or 
contact Branan Thompson at 774-7977.

Oct. 17
New River Gorge Bridge Day
Botetourt County Parks, Recreation and 
Tourism is sponsoring a trip to the annual event 
in Fayette County, West Virginia. Professional 
parachuters will be jumping from the bridge. 
Many vendors will be set up and provide shop-
ping opportunities. Varied eateries will have 
booths available. The price per person is $69 
and includes roundtrip motorcoach transporta-
tion, Hardee’s sausage biscuit, juice, visits to 
Bridge Day and Big Walker Mountain and a tour 
host. Seats on the bus are assigned in the order 
that payment is received. The bus will depart 
at 6:30 a.m. from the Bonsack Walmart, U.S. 
460, Roanoke; at 6:45 a.m. from the Burlington 
Coat Outlet, Roanoke; and at 7:15 a.m. from 
the Food Lion, Wildwood Road (Exit 137), 
Salem. There will also be a pickup at Exit 118 in 
Christiansburg. Return time is about 8 p.m. For 
more information, call 473-8326 or 366-2888.

Oct. 18
Fall Foliage Tour 2015 
Botetourt County Parks, Recreation and 
Tourism is sponsoring this trip on some scenic 
byways. Sites will include Cyrus McCormick 
Farm, Goshen Pass, Warm Springs and the Fall 
Festival in Clifton Forge. There will be food ven-
dors, arts, crafts and entertainment. The last 
stop will be at the Roaring Run Furnace in Eagle 
Rock, but it will not include walking to the falls. 
The price per person is $69, which includes 
roundtrip motorcoach transportation, visits 
to attractions and a tour host. Seats on the 
bus are assigned in the order that payment is 
received. The bus will depart at 7:40 a.m. from 
the Food Lion, Exit 137, Salem, at 7:55 a.m. from 
the Burlington Coat Outlet, Hershberger Road, 

Roanoke; and at 8:15 a.m. from the Bonsack 
Walmart, U.S. 460, Roanoke. The return time 
is about 6 p.m. For more information, call 473-
8326 or 366-2888. 

Oct. 24
Autumn Leaf Rambler
Botetourt County Parks, Recreation and 
Tourism is sponsoring a bus trip to Dillwyn 
to ride the Autumn Leaf Rambler on a 3 1/2-

hour roundtrip to New Canton. This train ride 
is a historic and nostalgic journey into rural 
Buckingham County. The train crosses the 
James River and stops for a photo opportu-
nity at that time. The price of $99 per person 
includes roundtrip motorcoach transportation, 
train ticket to ride the Autumn Leaf Rambler, 
a boxed lunch and a tour host. Passengers can 
board the bus at the Clearbrook Walmart, U.S. 
220, Roanoke; and at the Bonsack Walmart, 
U.S. 460, Roanoke; and at the Bedford 
Welcome Center. For more information, call 
473-8326 or 366-2888.

Dec. 2
“Holiday Spectacular”
Windsor Hills United Methodist Church is host-
ing this trip to Wohlfahrt Haus Dinner Theatre. 
The bus will leave the church at 10:30 a.m. and 
return about 6:30 p.m. The cost per person is 
$62 and includes transportation, meals and all 
gratuities. For more information, go to wind-
sorhillsumc.org and click on Seniors/Tours or 
contact Branan Thompson at 774-7977.

OVERNIGHTERS
Sept. 19-20
Oceana Air Show
Botetourt County Parks, Recreation and 
Tourism is sponsoring a bus trip to Virginia 
Beach for the Oceana Air Show. Day 1: Join the 
U.S. Navy in celebrating our nation’s free-
dom. The flight line will be packed with static 
displays, food and novelty vendors and other 
things to enjoy. The Blue Angels will perform. 
Day 2: We will visit the Cape Henry lighthouses 
at Fort Story. The oldest government built 
lighthouse in America (1791). In Norfolk, we 
will visit the Chrysler Museum of Art. The price 
per person is $229 double; $224 triple; $219 
quad; and $289 single and includes roundtrip 
motorcoach transportation, a visit to the 
Oceana Air Show in Virginia Beach, a visit to 
Fort Story lighthouses, Chrysler Museum of Art, 
one night’s lodging, breakfast at hotel and a 
tour host. Full amount is due when reservation 
is made. Seats on the bus are assigned in the 
order that payment is received. The bus will de-
part at 6 a.m. from the Bonsack Walmart, U.S. 
460, Roanoke; at 6:15 a.m. from the Lowe’s, 
U.S. 220, Roanoke; at 6:45 a.m. from the Food 
Lion, Rocky Mount; at 7:20 a.m. from Food Lion, 
Bassett Forks; and at 8:10 a.m. from Kmart, 
Danville. The return time is about 9:30 p.m. to 
Roanoke on Sept. 20. For more information, call 
473-8326 or 366-2888.

Oct. 9-14
Albuquerque, New Mexico
The Taubman Museum of Art is sponsoring a 
six-day tour to the Balloon Fiesta with three 
nights in Santa Fe for museum members. 
Additional seats have been added and they’re 
booking up fast. Memberships can be pur-
chased for $30 and up. The trip is $2,395 per 
person (double occupancy) and includes air 
from Roanoke, hotels, sightseeing and seven 
meals. For more information, call Pat S. Walters 
at 204-4117.

Oct. 11-20
Tour Israel in 2015
This trip is being rescheduled from April to 
October to tour historic and religious sites in 
northern Israel, away from the conflicted area. 
Included are Jerusalem, Nazareth, Dead Sea, 
Bethlehem, Jordan River, Masata, Golan Heights 
and many other places. The trip is sponsored 
by Thrasher United Methodist Church in Vinton 
and supported by Trinity Ecumenical Church 
in Moneta. For more information, call Ken 
Herndon at 322-4975.

Nov. 13-14
Rockettes’ Christmas Spectacular
St. Mark’s United Methodist Church in Daleville 
is sponsoring this trip to New York City to see 
the Rockettes’ Christmas Spectacular at Radio 
City Music Hall. The cost per person (based 
on double occupancy) is $374 and includes 
one night’s lodging, one breakfast, one dinner, 
the Rockettes’ Christmas Show, guided tour 
of lower Manhattan, Rockefeller Center, bus, 
all tips and taxes. The bus will leave from St. 
Mark’s Church in Daleville (across from the 
Kroger store). For more information, call Julia 
Greer at 330-7933.

Dec. 1-5
New Orleans Holiday
The City of Roanoke Parks and Recreation 
is sponsoring this trip. Tour the historic city 
and visit sites such as Bourbon Street, Oak 
Alley Plantation and Celebration in the Oaks. 
This tour includes a four-night stay; roundtrip 
airfare from Roanoke; seven meals; sightseeing 
and admission per itinerary; hotel transfers; 
baggage handling; motor coach transporta-
tion; and a professional tour director. The cost 
is $1,749 per person, double occupancy; $475, 
single supplement. A deposit of $300 per 
person is due with registration. Final payment 
is due 75 days prior to departure date. Call 
853-1027 for a more detailed itinerary and 
registration.

2016 TRIPS
April 23
Belize; Cozumel, Mexico
The Dazzlin’ Dames Red Hat Chapter 4652 
is sponsoring this five-night cruise on Royal 
Caribbean’s luxury ship “Independence of the 

Seas.” Cruise rates start at $640 per person 
(rates based on double occupancy); inside 
staterooms, $640 per person; ocean view 
staterooms, $975 per person; balcony state-
rooms, $1,010 per person. For reservations and 
more information, call 798-9222, 488-4884 or 
977-0505.

May 4-15
London, Paris and Rome
The Salem Museum is sponsoring a trip to 
these three major cities plus the Swiss lake 
region, Pisa, Florence and Tuscany. The price is 
$4,640* per person based on double occupan-
cy and includes air from Roanoke, accommoda-
tions, most meals transportation in Europe and 
more. *The early booking discount expires July 
15, 2015. For a brochure, call 982-2200.  

NEW!
June 9-17
America’s Canyon Country
The Salem Museum is sponsoring a trip to visit 
three states and four national parks. Bryce, 
Glen Zion and the mighty Grand Canyon join a 
list of national parks and monuments that will 
delight and amaze. Price is $3,149 per person 
and includes air from Roanoke, accommoda-
tions, 14 meals, sightseeing, transportation and 
much more. Call Freda at 989-6373 or email 
FredaHarrison@hotmail.com for a brochure.

NEW!
Sept. 10-20
Romantic Rhine and Mosel River Cruise
The Salem Museum is sponsoring this deluxe 
river cruise on the mighty Rhine, Europe’s 
longest river. Enjoy 11 days and 23 meals. Travel 
aboard the brand new riverboat, Amadeus II, 
visiting iconic ports, sampling the cuisine and 
absorbing the local, old-world atmosphere. 
The seven-night cruise plus two extra days in 
Lucerne, Switzerland is $4,594 per person and 
includes air from Roanoke and most expenses.  
Call Freda at 989-6373 for more information 
and a brochure.   

Oct. 7-15
Danube Delights by Riverboat 
Vinton Area Chamber of Commerce is sponsor-
ing this river cruise. Cruise from Nuremberg to 
Budapest on the Emerald Sky, one of Europe’s 
newest riverboats. Special group prices start at 
$,2355 per person and include the cruise with 
all meals, sightseeing, transfers, all taxes and 
gratuities. Upgrades are available beginning 
at $90 per person. Air fare from Roanoke will 
be available by mid-December 2015. A $500 
deposit is due with registration. Space is ex-
tremely limited so call today for more informa-
tion and a detailed itinerary at 444-0033. 

We welcome trips organized by schools, clubs, 
churches and other nonprofits. Send to travel@

roanoke.com or call 981-3340.

EXCURSIONS CALENDAR

The Osthoff Resort and Aspira Spa
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Emerald colors of the lake invite fishing, swimming and boating.Historic road race markers

On tap at Road America
n NASCAR XFINITY Series, SCCA Pro Trans-AM Series and Mazda MX-5 Cup Aug. 27-29 
with OPTIMA FACE-OFF Aug. 30.

n Tough Mudder — 10-12 mile obstacle course through ice water, mud and fire Sept. 12-13.

n  VSCDA Elkhart Lake Vintage Festival Sept. 18-20.

For complete schedule and trip planning,  
visit www.roadamerica.com and www.elkhartlake.com

luxury condos at its Grand Victorian Lady. 
The resort features a theater with weekly 
performances, private beach and boating 
dock and the popular lakefront Tiki Bar.

Guests will step back in time at the 
antique-filled Siebkens Resort, owned and 
operated by fourth generation Siebkens 
family members. In 2008, the resort added 
condominium hotel suites and deluxe hotel 
rooms that architecturally complement 
its Victorian buildings. Siebkens is home 
to village favorites, Sissy’s Coffee and Ice 
Cream Shoppe and the landmark Stop-
Inn Tavern, an internationally renowned 
hotspot among the racing set. Proprietor 
Laurie Stecker recounts stories of celeb-
rity drivers who have graced her wall décor 
with stickers, flags and memorabilia since 
the ’60s, including Bobby Rahal, Al Unser, 
Paul Newman and Mario Andretti.

Open-road racing
Elkhart Lake’s race-town fame began in 

1950 with open-road racing on a 3.35-mile 

circuit north of the lake, and a 6.5-mile cir-
cuit around the lake was added the follow-
ing year. Sanctioned by the Sports Car Club 
of America, the open road races lasted only 
for three years, 1950-52, until the Wisconsin 
state legislature banned racing on public 
roads.

Attracting professional racers and 
international attention, the events were 
wildly popular with an estimated 100,000 
people in attendance and more than 238 
cars entered in 1952. That year, well-known 
favorites made the winning runs: Future 
world champion Phil Hill took the Shel-
don Cup in a C-Type Jaguar, Bill Spears 
won the 15-lap event in an OSCA, and John 

Fitch won the 30-lap in a Cunningham C4R 
— garnering excitement for the sport and 
setting the stage for developing the mega 
motorsport venue, Road America.

Road America 
Not far from the original race circuit, 

Road America opened in 1955, soon becom-
ing one of the nation’s premier racing ven-
ues. Located on 640 acres in the glacially 
formed hills of Wisconsin’s Kettle Moraine, 
this scenic four-mile, 14-turn track is known 
as one of the world’s fastest permanent 
road racing tracks and a favorite for racing 
all types of vehicles — from motorcycles 
to Indy cars. Fans love being able to move 

about for different viewing points and to 
be able to sit in shady areas and stake out 
favorite turns along the course.

In addition to pro and amateur racing, 
Road America offers recreational activities 
including motorcycle and driving schools, 
adventure programs, sunset cruise in your 
own vehicle, go-karting, ATVs, geocach-
ing and paintball. There is also a 4-mile 
fitness course for walking or biking. Driv-
ing courses are offered regularly, including 
high performance, off-road, scooter basic 
rider, test and tune, pace car hot laps and 
teen driving.

With the variety of activities offered, 
both at the track and throughout the resort 
village, Elkhart Lake draws back to its roots 
as a natural wonder and leisure retreat. The 
original road race circuits are listed on the 
Wisconsin and National Register of Histor-
ic Places, commemorated in 2006 with 14 
descriptive plaques. People now walk, jog, 
cycle and drive the loops around the vil-
lage — with really no need for speed at all.

Ann Yungmeyer is a freelance writer  
in Kingsport, Tenn.
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