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Willkommen, y’all!

Virginians may be curious about the 
“other” Fredericksburg, the one that 
highlights German tradition amid its 
Texas cowboy culture.

ANN N. YUNGMEYER | Special to The Roanoke Times

Visitors enjoy strolling the paths at Wildseed Farms.

ANN N. YUNGMEYER | Special to The Roanoke Times

Das Peach Haus ceiling decor welcomes browsers and shoppers.

Rawls

Vereins Kirche at Marktplatz: An extension of the Pioneer Museum, the octagonal building is a replica of the first church and school in Fredericksburg.

 R. Dodd

Fredericksburg’s Oktoberfest celebration

By Ann N. Yungmeyer
Special to The Roanoke Times

Established more than a century 
later than the commonwealth’s very 
own, Fredericksburg, Texas, was settled 
by German immigrants in the 1840s. 
Lingering influence of the homeland 
can be seen about town, and a heartfelt 
“Willkommen” greets visitors on down-
town plaques and storefronts.

Fall is festival time in Fredericksburg 
and with the crisp autumn days, it’s a 
favorite time of year in the surrounding 
Texas Hill Country. Beer and brats are 
always on the menu, but the region’s tra-
ditional Oktoberfest celebrations bring 
a bit more spirit and oompah music to 
local biergartens and craft breweries.

Porsche enthusiasts rally around for 
Boxtoberfest, while rodeo fans gear up 
for Fredericksburg’s annual Profession-
al Bull Riding contest — said to bring 
some of the “baddest bulls around” to 
Gillespie County fairgrounds.

Authentic German restaurants and 
specialty markets — with names like Das 
Peach Haus and Opa’s Smoked Meats 
— are a testament to Fredericksburg’s 
proud heritage, but the once sleepy farm 
town has grown with the times into a hip 
destination full of Texas heart and Ger-
man soul.

An hour’s drive northwest of San 
Antonio, Fredericksburg offers unique 
attractions for a weekend getaway — 
from outstanding museums and galler-
ies to restaurants, wineries and scenic 
parklands.

Wine and wild flowers
Texas has made a name for itself as 

a winemaking state, often jockeying for 

position just ahead of, or behind, Vir-
ginia in production. The Hill Country 
produces award-winning wines from 
favorite grape varietals including Petit 
Syrah, Tempranillo and Viognier; and 
the area has been recognized on Wine 
Enthusiast’s list of “Best Wine Travel 
Destinations.”

Harvest time buzzes along the Wine 
Road 290, where countless boutique 
wineries are open for visitors. Two 
standouts for informative presentations 
and fun wine/food pairings are Kuhlman 
Cellars and Four Point Cellars, both 
offering tasty hors d’oeuvres and local 
cheeses to accompany selected wines. 
In downtown Fredericksburg, wine lov-
ers enjoy urban wine walks to discover a 
variety of Texas wines at “in town” tast-

ing rooms.
Texas Hill Country Wineries host 

a “Wine and Wildflower Trail” during 
spring wildflower season, a time that 
attracts flower lovers to the area to see 
the famous fields of blue — the celebrat-
ed Texas bluebonnets. Poppies, Indian 
paintbrush and other wildflowers are 
also prolific along roadsides and among 
the characteristic granite outcrops of the 
Hill Country’s diverse habitat.

The best place to view wildflow-
ers for an extended season is at Wild-
seed Farms. The company’s charis-
matic owner, John Thomas, (fittingly 
called “Poppy” by his grandchildren) 
encourages visitors to roam and relax 
on a bench along the field paths, and he 
recently collaborated with Wedding Oak 

Winery to offer wine tasting at the farm.
Fredericksburg’s wide western skies 

and brilliant colors across the country-
side and have long attracted artists and 
collectors to the area. More than 20 gal-
leries and studios represent many genres 
of art including landscape, Western and 
impressionist paintings, as well as con-
temporary art and sculpture. First Friday 
Art Walks combine social time and artist 
demonstrations with a sampling of Hill 
Country wine.

Outdoor pursuits
Enchanted Rock State Natural Area, 

just outside of Fredericksburg, is a para-
dise for outdoor enthusiasts with its 
massive granite dome and surround-
ing hiking trails. The favorite Summit 
Trail hike leads to the top of the rock for 
360-degree views of the Texas Hill Coun-
try. High cliffs on the side of the dome 
are popular with rock climbers, and the 
park is a designated International Dark 
Sky Park, with excellent stargazing 
opportunities on scheduled evenings.

The Hill Country is known for excel-
lent cycling in the scenic rolling coun-
tryside on quiet, paved country roads, 
originally farm roads. Information for 
guided and unguided rides is available at 
Hill Country Bicycle Works. Cyclists will 
definitely use their gears on the popular 
route that loops by Luckenbach, the live 
music hub made famous by Waylon Jen-
nings’ and Willie Nelson’s 1976 classic 
country hit.

Museums and history
Fredericksburg is surrounded by 

many cultural attractions including the 

See TEXAS, 7
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EXCURSIONS CALENDAR

Sept. 28
Wohlfarht Haus — The 
Gospel Side of Elvis
Roanoke County Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism is 
sponsoring this trip. Stephen 
Freeman is an award-winning 
Elvis tribute artist. The fee 
includes lunch, theater ticket, 
bus transportation and escorts. 
The group will depart from the 
Brambleton Center. For more 
information, call 772-7529.

Oct. 10
Autumn at Rock Churches  
of the Blue Ridge Parkway
Henry County Parks and 
Recreation is sponsoring a 
trip. The group will travel to 
Carroll County to tour the 
courthouse in Hillsville and the 
Carroll County Museum. The 
six historical churches built by 
the Rev. Bob Childress are in the 
counties of Carroll, Floyd and 
Patrick. The price per person is 
$69, which includes roundtrip 
motorcoach transportation, a 
tour of the Hillsville courthouse 
and museum, photo stop at 
Mabry’s Mill, boxed lunch, 
tour of the rock churches and 
a tour host. Seats on the bus 
are assigned in the order that 
payment is received. The bus 
will depart at 6:30 a.m. from 
the Bonsack Walmart, U.S. 460, 
Roanoke; at 7:15 a.m. from the 
Lowe’s, U.S. 220, Roanoke; at 
7:45 a.m. from the Food Lion, 
Rocky Mount; and at 8:15 a.m. 
from Food Lion, Bassett Forks. 
Return time is about 6:45 p.m. 
For more information, call (276) 
634-4645 or (540) 366-2888.

Oct. 15
New River Gorge Bridge Day
Botetourt County Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism is 
sponsoring this trip to the 37th 
annual New River Gorge Bridge 
Day in Fayette County, West 
Virginia. Professional parachut-
ers will jump from the bridge. 
Vendors will provide shopping 
opportunities. The price per 
person is $69. Seats on the bus 
are assigned in the order that 
payment is received. The price 
includes roundtrip motor-
coach transportation, Hardee’s 
sausage biscuit, juice, visits 
to Bridge Day and Big Walker 
Mountain and a tour host. The 
bus will depart at 6:30 a.m. 
from the Bonsack Walmart, 
U.S. 460, Roanoke; at 6:45 a.m. 
from the Burlington Coat Outlet, 
Hershberger Road, Roanoke; 
and at 7:15 a.m. from the Food 
Lion, Wildwood Road (Exit 137), 
Salem. There also will be a pick-
up at Exit 118 in Christiansburg. 
Return time is about 8 p.m. For 
more information, call 473-8326 
or 366-2888. 

Oct. 15
Red Hill Plantation Tour & 
Winery/Brewery Tastings
Roanoke County Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism is 
sponsoring this trip. Travel back 
in time to Patrick Henry’s retire-
ment home, Red Hill Plantation, 
followed by a visit to San 
Soucy Vineyard/Staunton River 
Brewing Company. Sample craft 
beer at Campbell County’s first 
brewery or sip on the vineyard’s 
sangria. Lunch and tastings are 
not included in the price of the 
trip. The cost includes Red Hill 
Plantation fee and van trans-
portation. This trip is for adults 
21 and over only. The group will 
depart from the Brambleton 
Center. For more information, 
call 772-7529.

Oct. 16 and Oct. 23
Fall Foliage Train to Michie 
Tavern — Botetourt County
Botetourt County Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism is 
sponsoring this bus/train trip 
to Charlottesville. The group 
will travel from Roanoke 
to Lynchburg by bus. In 
Lynchburg, passengers will 
board the Amtrak train for the 
scenic fall foliage excursion 
to Charlottesville. The dining 
room at Michie Tavern features 
hearty midday fare offered 
by servers in period attire. 
The price of $99 per person 
includes roundtrip motorcoach 
transportation, ticket to ride 
Amtrak train from Lynchburg to 
Charlottesville, buffet lunch at 
Michie Tavern, sightseeing tour 
of Charlottesville and a tour 
host. Passengers can board the 
bus at the Clearbrook Walmart, 
U.S. 220, Roanoke; at Bonsack 

Walmart, U.S. 460, Roanoke; 
and at the Bedford Welcome 
Center. For more information, 
call 473-8326 or 366-2888. 

Oct. 22
Autumn Leaf Rambler —  
Botetourt County  
Bus/Train Trip
Botetourt County Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism is spon-
soring a bus trip to Dillwyn to 
ride the Autumn Leaf Rambler 
on a 3 1/2-hour roundtrip to 
New Canton. The price of $99 
per person includes roundtrip 
motorcoach transportation, 
train ticket to ride the Autumn 
Leaf Rambler, a boxed lunch 
and a tour host. Passengers can 
board the bus at the Clearbrook 
Walmart, U.S. 220, Roanoke; 
and at the Bonsack Walmart, 
U.S. 460, Roanoke; and at 
the Bedford Welcome Center, 
Bedford. 
For more information, call 473-
8326 or 366-2888.

Oct. 29
Halloween in Mayberry
Botetourt and Henry County 
Parks and Recreation is spon-
soring this trip. We will travel 
to Mount Airy, North Carolina, 
the hometown of Andy Griffith. 
The price person is $69, which 
round-trip transportation, a 
Mayberry Tour, visits to listed 
attractions, lunch at Snappy 
Lunch and a tour host. The full 
amount is due when the res-
ervation is made. Seats on the 
bus are assigned in the order 
that payment is received. The 
bus will depart at 7 a.m. from 
the Bonsack Walmart, Highway 
460, Roanoke; at 7:20 a.m. from 
the Lowe’s, U.S. 220, Roanoke; 
at 7:45 a.m. from the Food Lion, 
Rocky Mount; and at 8:15 a.m. 
from Food Lion, Bassett Forks. 
Return time is about 8 p.m. to 
Roanoke. For more information, 
call For more information, call 
(540) 473-8326, (276) 634-
4645 or (540) 366-2888.

Nov. 5
Song of the Mountains  
with Ralph Stanley II
Travel to the Lincoln Theatre 
in Marion for a live recording 
of the award-winning series. 
The evening’s scheduled artists 
will be Ralph Stanley II,  Blue 
Mafia, Presley Barker and more.  
(Artists’ schedules are subject 
to change and Song of the 
Mountains reserves the right 
to do so. Roanoke Tours, Inc., 
is not responsible for any artist 
that might not appear). The 
price per person is $75. Seats 
on the bus are assigned in the 
order that payment is received. 
The price includes roundtrip 
motorcoach transportation, 
ticket to the show and a tour 
host. Dinner will be on your own 
in Marion prior to the show. The 
bus will depart at 2 p.m. from 
the Bonsack Walmart, U.S. 460, 
Roanoke; at 2:25 p.m. from 
Food Lion, Exit 137, Salem; at 
2:50 p.m. from Hardee’s, Exit 
118, Christiansburg; and at 3:10 
p.m. from McDonald’s, Exit 98, 
Dublin. For more information, 
call 473-8326 or 366-2888.

Nov. 15  
Southern Christmas Show
in Charlotte, N.C.
Salem Parks and Recreation 
is sponsoring this trip for 
seniors to the Park Expo and 
Conference Center. The price 
per person is $25. The group 
will depart from the Salem 
Senior Center at 7 a.m. For more 
information, call 375-3054.

Nov. 22  
Tanglewood Lights  
in Clemmons, N.C.
Salem Parks and Recreation is 
sponsoring this trip for seniors. 
Tanglewood Park’s country-
side will be transformed into a 
winter wonderland. The group 
will depart from the Salem Civic 
Center at 1 p.m. The cost is $15 
per person. Dinner will be on 
your own. For more information, 
call 375-3054.

Dec. 8
Barter Theatre —  
A Christmas Carol 
Roanoke County Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism is 
sponsoring this trip. Join us 
for a Christmas favorite at 
the historic theater located 
in Abingdon. The fee includes 
breakfast biscuit, matinee the-
atre ticket, an all-inclusive lunch 

entree with drink and dessert 
at The Peppermill, escort and 
bus transportation. The group 
will depart from the Brambleton 
Center. For more information, 
call 772-7529.

NEW!
Dec. 10
“A Simple Gift” & Christmas 
in Virginia’s Blue Ridge — 
Bus Trip
Henry County Parks and 
Recreation is sponsoring this 
one-day Christmas trip to the 
matinee of “A Simple Gift” and 
to Virginia’s Blue Ridge. The trip 
will visit Fincastle, where the 
group will enjoy the matinee 
of the play. The group also will 
visit the Christmas tree display 
at Hotel Roanoke. The group 
also will visit the downtown 
market (lunch on their own), 
the Taubman Museum of Art 
and the Mill Mountain Star. The 
price of $79 per person includes 
roundtrip motor coach trans-
portation, a ticket to the mati-
nee, visits to listed attractions 
and a tour host. Passengers 
can board the bus at Walmart, 
976 Commonwealth Blvd., 
Martinsville; at Food Lion, Rocky 
Mount; and at the Clearbrook 
Walmart, U.S. 220, Roanoke. 
For more information, call (276) 
634-4645 or (540) 366-2888.

Dec. 14
Christmas at Hotel Roanoke
Roanoke County Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism is spon-
soring this trip. Take some time 
for yourself during the busy 
holiday season and treat your-
self to the luncheon buffet at 
Hotel Roanoke. More than 150 
vendors to choose from. The fee 
includes, lunch buffet, festival 
of trees, van transportation and 
escorts. The group will depart 
from the Brambleton Center. For 
more information, call 772-7529.

Dec. 15
A Wohlfahrt Haus Christmas
Join the Joyful Journey Travel 
Club as it travels to a holiday 
lunch and musical produc-
tion at the Wohlfahrt Haus in 
Wytheville. This production will 
be filled with the songs and 
music of Christmas. The $69 
cost per person includes every-
thing — the 55-passenger bus, 
tips, meal and show. The bus 
will leave from St. Mark’s United 
Methodist Church in Daleville 
at 10 a.m. and will stop for a 
pick-up at the Food Lion in West 
Salem. Call Julia Greer at 330-
7933 to register for the trip.

OVERNIGHT
Sept. 30–Oct. 4 
Manhattan Trip
Salem Parks and Recreation is 
sponsoring this New York trip 
for seniors. The cost is $575 
per person and includes three 
nights’ lodging and six meals in 
New York City, tours of Lower & 
Upper Manhattan, ferry ride and 
visits to the Statue of Liberty 
and Ellis Island, admission to 
the 9/11 Memorial Museum and 
more. The group will depart 
from the Salem Senior Center. 
For more information, call 375-
3054.

Oct. 2–9 
Outer Banks Beach Trip
The Roanoke Ski Club is spon-
soring this trip to Kill Devil Hills, 
North Carolina. Price is $550 
per person based on double 
occupancy and includes seven 
nights’ lodging in an oceanfront 
house with 16 master bedrooms 
(each with private bath), heated 
pool, two hot tubs, poolside ca-
bana with TV and bath, gourmet 
kitchen, pool table, foosball, 
card table, shuffleboard table, 
sports bar, home theater with 
movie-style tiered seats, eleva-
tor and more. Price includes 
welcome reception with dinner, 
sunset cruise, pool party with 
music and dinner and more. 
For more information, contact 
Dave Cohan at 330-3312 or 
trips@roanokeskiclub.org or 
visit www.roanokeskiclub.org/
trips.htm.   

Oct. 3-7 
New York City, Hudson 
Valley, Lancaster and 
Hershey, Pa. 
Four places are available for 
this Windsor Hills Tours trip, 
which will include dinner in 
NYC, Times Square, tickets to 

“Phantom of the Opera,” tour of 
West Point, Wilderstein, FDR’s 
Home and Museum, cruise on 
the Hudson River, Lancaster 
for “Magic Lantern Show” 
and “Samson” at the Sight 
and Sound Theater, Hershey 
Museum, Chocolate World and 
lunch at the Hershey Hotel. 
The cost is $900 double, $1,115 
single and includes the 56-pas-
senger bus, hotels, breakfasts, 
dinners, all fees and gratitu-
ties. For additional information 
and reservations, call Branan 
Thompson at 774-7977.

Oct. 7-11
New York City and  
The Statue of Liberty
J.O.Y. (Just Older Youth) depart-
ing from Hollins Road Baptist 
Church in Roanoke is sponsor-
ing this five-day/four-night 
trip to NYC. The cost is $550 
per person/double occupancy. 
The trip includes motorcoach 
transportation with eight meals 
included, lodging in New Jersey 
and transportation through-
out the city all day Saturday, 
Sunday and Monday. This 
guided tour includes visits to 
Ellis Island and Liberty Island as 
well as sites all over NYC. Seats 
available are limited. Final pay-
ment is due immediately. If you 
are interested, call Debbie at 
798-8098 as soon as possible. 

Nov. 1–9
Best of Italy
The City of Roanoke Parks and 
Recreation is sponsoring this 
trip. Visit Florence and Rome 
and enjoy famous spots like St. 
Peter’s Basilica and the Sistine 
Chapel. This tour includes seven 
nights in first-class hotels; 
roundtrip airfare from Roanoke; 
10 meals; sightseeing and 
admission per itinerary; hotel 
transfers; baggage handling; 
motor coach transportation; 
and a professional tour direc-
tor. The trip cost is $3,795 per 
person/double occupancy; $650 
single supplement. A deposit 
of $500 per person is due with 
registration. Final payment is 
due 75 days prior to departure 
date. Call 853-1027 for a more 
detailed itinerary; registration; 
and trip information.

Nov. 11-13
Veterans Day Weekend  
in Washington, D.C.
Arlington Cemetery — 
Smithsonians — Monuments  
& Memorials
Botetourt County Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism is spon-
soring this trip. The price per 
person is $339, double; $329, 
triple; $319, quad; and $399, 
single. Seats on the bus are 
assigned in the order that pay-
ment is received. Full payment 
is due when reservations are 
made. The price includes 
roundtrip motorcoach trans-
portation, two nights’ lodging, 
two full breakfasts at hotel, 
sightseeing as listed and a tour 
host. The bus will depart at 6 
a.m. from Hardees, Exit 118, 
Christiansburg; at 6:50 a.m. 
from the Clearbrook Walmart, 
U.S. 220, Roanoke; at 7:20 a.m. 
from the Bonsack Walmart, 
U.S. 460, Roanoke; and at 8:15 
a.m. from the Bedford Visitors 
Center, Bedford; and at 8:35 
a.m. from Sheetz, New London. 
Return time is about 9 p.m. 
Nov. 13. For more information, 
call (276) 634-4645 or (540) 
366-2888.

Nov. 18-21
“Holiday Time in the  
Big Apple” — New York City
J.O.Y. (Just Older Youth) depart-
ing from Hollins Road Baptist 
Church in Roanoke is sponsor-
ing a four-day/ three-night trip. 
The cost is $445 per person/
double occupancy. The trip 
includes motorcoach transpor-
tation with six meals, lodging 
in New Jersey and transporta-
tion throughout the city all 
day Saturday and Sunday. 
This includes guided tours to 
areas around the city such as 
Rockefeller Plaza, Radio City 
Music Hall, Central Park and 
Times Square. For more infor-
mation, call Debbie Broyles at 
798-8098.

NEW!
Nov. 19-20
Christmas at Biltmore 
Estates and Speedway  
in Lights
Botetourt County Parks, 

Recreation and Tourism is 
sponsoring this bus trip. DAY 1: 
The group will stop at the Dutch 
Pantry in Rural Retreat, visit 
historic downtown Abingdon, 
Heartwood and Bristol, before 
visiting the Speedway in Lights. 
DAY 2: Biltmore celebrates the 
season with lavish decorations 
inspired by the grandeur of the 
house and it’s surroundings. 
The price per person of $239, 
double; $234, triple; $229, quad; 
and $289, single includes round-
trip motor coach transportation, 
visits to Rural Retreat, Abingdon 
and Bristol, admission to 
Speedway in Lights, one night’s 
lodging, breakfast at the hotel, 
admission to Biltmore Estates 
Christmas Tour, admission to 
Biltmore Winery and a tour 
host. Passengers can board the 
bus at Bonsack Walmart, U.S. 
460, Roanoke; at Food Lion, Exit 
137, Salem. Pickups can also 
be made in Christiansburg and 
Dublin. For more information, 
call (540) 473-8326 or (540) 
366-2888.

Nov. 26-27 
Christmas Lights  
on Virginia Beach Boardwalk 
Botetourt and Henry County 
Parks and Recreation is spon-
soring this bus trip. The price 
per person is $199, double; 
$194, triple; $189 quad; and 
$239, single. Seats on the 
bus are assigned in the order 
that payment is received. The 
price includes round-trip bus 
transportation, admission to 
Boardwalk in Lights, one night’s 
lodging in ocean front rooms, a 
visit to Fort Story, the Chrysler 
Museum of Art and a tour host. 
The bus will depart from the 
Walmart, 976 Commonwealth 
Avenue, Martinsville, VA. For 
more information, call (540) 
473-8326, (276) 634-4645 or 
(540) 366-2888. 

Nov. 29-Dec. 1
Broadway in New York
Blacksburg Parks and 
Recreation is sponsoring this 
trip, which includes perfor-
mances of “Fiddler on the Roof” 
and “Wicked,” a visit to the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
holiday shopping opportunities, 
two nights’ lodging, two break-
fasts, a dinner in the city and 
motorcoach transportation. The 
price of $619/person for town 
residents and $629/person for 
non residents is based on dou-
ble occupancy. Single rates also 
available. For more information, 
call (540) 961-1134.

Dec. 2-7
Music Cities Christmas: 
Branson, Memphis and 
Nashville 
The City of Roanoke Parks 
and Recreation is sponsor-
ing this trip. Start your trip 
in Branson, then make your 
way to Memphis, where you’ll 
visit Beale Street’s shops, 
restaurants, and music venues. 
Tour Elvis Presley’s famous 
Graceland, a 14-acre estate and 
museum. Experience some of 
the most distinctive holiday 
entertainment in Nashville, with 
a two-night stay at the famous 
Opryland hotel and a visit to 
the Grand Ole Opry. This tour 
includes five nights in first- 
class hotels; roundtrip airfare 
from Roanoke; nine meals; 
sightseeing and admission 
per itinerary; hotel transfers; 
baggage handling; motor coach 
transportation; and a profes-
sional tour director. The cost 
is $2,295 per person/double 
occupancy; single supplement 
applies. A deposit is due at the 
time of registration. The final 
payment is due 75 days prior to 
departure date. Call 853-1027 
for a more detailed itinerary; 
registration; and trip informa-
tion.

2017
January–March
Roanoke Ski Club —  
Ski Trips
The Roanoke Ski Club is 
sponsoring ski trips to Whistler 
Blackcomb, Canada (Jan. 21-28, 
$1,635), Taos, N.M. (Feb. 4-11, 
$1,672), Aspen/Snowmass, 
Colo. (Feb. 18-25, $1,840), Park 
City, Utah (March 4-11, $1,899), 
and Snowbird/Alta, Utah (March 
11-18, $1,890). Prices include 
round-trip air from Roanoke, 
seven nights’ lodging, five days’ 

lift tickets, ground transfers 
and more. Local trip to Canaan 
Valley/Timberline, W.Va. 
(Feb. 20-23, $430). The price 
includes three nights lodg-
ing, three days’ lift tickets and 
more. All prices are per person 
based on double occupancy. 
For more information, contact 
Dave Cohan at 330-3312 or 
trips@roanokeskiclub.org or 
visit www.roanokeskiclub.org/
trips.htm.  

Feb. 27–March 2
Savannah, GA
The City of Roanoke Parks 
and Recreation is sponsoring 
this trip, featuring Historic 
Downtown Savannah and Tybee 
Island. Tour the Savannah 
History Museum, which show-
cases the city’s vast history. 
Enjoy a narrated sightseeing 
tour and explore the down-
town area of Savannah. Wrap 
up your trip with a Riverboat 
Dinner Cruise, including a local 
cuisine buffet and traditional 
southern entertainment aboard. 
This tour includes a three night 
stay in the DoubleTree Historic 
Savannah; sightseeing and 
admission per itinerary; motor 
coach transportation; and a 
tour director. Tour guide and 
driver gratuity not included. Trip 
cost is $999 per person/double 
occupancy; $1399 single; $925 
triple/quad. A deposit of $300 
per person is due at time of reg-
istration. Final payments are 
due no later than Dec. 1. Call 
853-1027 for a more detailed 
itinerary; registration; and trip 
information.

March 27–April 6
Holland Tulips and  
Rhine River Cruise
The City of Roanoke Parks 
and Recreation is sponsoring 
this trip. Enjoy two nights in 
Lucerne, a traditional Swiss 
town along the banks of Lake 
Lucerne, before boarding the 
Amadeus Silver II for a seven-
night cruise. Visit the Black 
Forest and tour the famous 
Cuckoo Clock Factory. Cruise to 
Mannheim and soak in views 
of the Neckar Valley. Arrive 
in Amsterdam, known as the 
“Venice of the North.” This 
tour includes two nights in 
Lucerne; seven nights aboard 
the Amadeus Silver II; roundtrip 
airfare from Roanoke; all meals; 
sightseeing and admission per 
itinerary; transfers; baggage 
handling; motor coach and 
transportation. Trip cost starts 
at $4,895 per person/double 
occupancy. A deposit of $500 
per person is due with registra-
tion. Final payment is due Dec. 
31. Call 853-1027 for a more 
detailed itinerary; registration; 
and trip information.

April 21–May 1
Amalfi Coast, Naples  
& Puglia, Italy
The Roanoke Ski Club is spon-
soring this trip. Cost will range 
from $3,159-$3,425 (depending 
on number of travelers). Price 
includes round-trip airfare, five 
nights in Sorrento and four 
nights in Alberobello (boot of 
Italy), breakfast daily, six din-
ners, tour guides and admis-
sion fees. Included are visits 
to Naples, Positano, Pompeii, 
Mount Vesuvius, Isle of Capri, 
wineries, an olive oil factory and 
other highlights of Southern 
Italy. All prices are per person 
based on double occupancy. 
For more information, contact 
Dave Cohan at 330-3312 or 
trips@roanokeskiclub.org or 
visit www.roanokeskiclub.org/
trips.htm.

May 3-18
The British Isles
The Vinton Chamber of 
Commerce is sponsoring a 15-
day trip to England, Scotland, 
Wales and Ireland. This trip 
includes air from Roanoke, 
first-class accommodations, 
all transportation, many meals, 
professional tour manager 
and more. The price is $4,490 
per person (double) if booked 
by Sept 28. Call 444-0033 
for more information and a 
brochure.  

We welcome trips organized 
by schools, clubs, churches 

and other nonprofits. Send to 
travel@roanoke.com or call 

981-3340.

Lyndon B. Johnson National His-
toric Park, home of the “Texas 
White House.” A tour of the home 
and LBJ ranch offers a glimpse 
into the life of the 36th U.S. presi-
dent, who conducted much of the 
national business from his Texas 
home. The expansive park pres-
ents a look at 1800s Texas-Ger-
man farm life at Sauer-Beckmann 
Living History Farmstead, with 
demonstrations of cooking, sau-
sage making, canning and sheep 
shearing.

Life on the range for the early 
German settlers is further depict-
ed at the Pioneer Museum Com-
plex in downtown Fredericks-

burg, featuring a schoolhouse, 
log cabins and a Sunday House 
— a tiny, quaint cottage built by 
farmers who typically lived in 
rural areas and used their Sunday 
House when they came into town 
to conduct business and attend 
church.

Top of the list for many visi-
tors is Fredericksburg’s National 
Museum of the Pacific War. The 
town pays tribute to one of its very 
own, the late U.S. Navy Admi-
ral Chester W. Nimitz, with this 
unique museum dedicated to all 
who served in the Pacific Theatre 
during World War II. A six-acre 
complex, the museum has mul-
tiple features: the George Bush 
Gallery, Japanese Garden of Peace, 

Memorial Courtyard, and a newly 
expanded Pacific Combat Zone 
exhibit. It can take many hours to 
see all the exhibits, some of which 
are quite moving, so admission 
tickets allow split visits.

Unique stays and great eats
Family and friends traveling 

together love Fredericksburg 
and the surrounding Gillespie 
County for the variety of unique 
accommodations — from country 
log cabins to bed and breakfasts, 
restored guesthouses and luxury 
inns. Many are conveniently locat-
ed in the heart of Fredericksburg’s 
walkable historic district and the 
museums, restaurants, shops and 
tasting rooms.

The newly restored Cameron 
Inn and adjacent Main Street B&B 
are excellent for downtown con-
venience, and The Splendid Inn 
is a design showcase of eclectic 
home decor. For cozy chic, take 
a Sunday House cottage at Fred-
ericksburg Herb Farm, or stay 
in the historic log cabin at Das 
Peach Haus, next to the specialty 
foods boutique. The Blacksmith 
Quarters and Hoffman Haus offer 
elegant cottages with inviting out-
door space.

Texas is synonymous with 
barbecue, yet there is no short-
age of choices in the types of food 
offered in Fredericksburg, includ-
ing European, Caribbean, Tex-
Mex and Hill Country farm-to-

table favorites. Among the most 
popular downtown restaurants, 
Der Lindenbaum has a distinct 
homeland feel with a cozy interior 
and robust selection of German 
schnitzels and beers. Burger Burg-
er is the place for a true Texas-size 
burger made with grass-fed beef, 
and for lovely patio dining, Navajo 
Grill is outstanding for contempo-
rary cuisine in a fusion of Mexi-
can and Creole flavors. A food and 
wine pairing menu is the feature 
at Cabernet Grill, which offers the 
largest selection of Texas wines.

http://www.visitfredericksburgtx.com

Ann N. Yungmeyer is a freelance 
writer in Kingsport, Tenn.

FROM 6


