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The prist ine lakes  and 
unspoiled woodlands of Wiscon-
sin have long been a haven for 
Midwestern urbanites seeking a 
recreational getaway. Along with 
the resort communities of Door 
County, Elkhart Lake and Lake 
Geneva, Green Lake is among the 
favored destinations, relatively 
undiscovered by those outside the 
region. Located in the central part 
of the state, Green Lake is Wiscon-
sin’s deepest natural inland lake, 
reaching a maximum depth of 237 
feet, and its shoreline stretches  
over 29 miles.

Big Green — as named by locals 
— is a premier lake for fishing and 
boating with the added appeal of 
five surrounding communities 
seemingly unchanged by time. 
The quaint towns of Green Lake, 
Berlin, Markesan, Princeton and 
Ripon make up the area referred 
to as Green Lake Country — rich in 
history, rural tradition and natural 
resources.

With many family-owned busi-
nesses and small town boutiques, 
festivals and farmers’ markets, the 
area has built a strong commu-
nity spirit. Visitors are delighted 
to find that Green Lake Country 
also offers farm-to-fork cuisine, 
top-ranked golf, unique museums 
and heritage sites, including a little 
white schoolhouse that was the 
birthplace of the Republican Party 
in 1854.

Activities on, off the water
A sightseeing cruise aboard 

the Escapade, a 60-foot catama-
ran-style boat launched from the 
lakefront Heidel House Resort, 
provides a nice introduction to 
the scenery and history of Green 
Lake. Pierless Boat Rentals and 
other marinas offer a choice of 
watercraft from paddleboards 
and pontoons to waverunners and 
speedboats. Big Green is known for 
abundant lake trout, bass, perch, 
whitefish and walleye, and even 
novice fishermen boast of success 
on a guided excursion.

The Fox River is another area 
waterway attracting kayakers and 

canoeists. Paddlers can sign on for 
a unique excursion and delve into 
history with Fox of the River Voya-
geur, an authentic handcrafted 
canoe that seats 14 people. Guides 
provide a living history experience 
into the bygone fur trading days, as 
participants navigate the river with 
old-fashioned wooden paddles and 
role-play as if they were 18th-cen-
tury trappers.

After a day on the water, pre-
pare to be pampered at Heidel 
House Resort’s Evensong Spa, a 
center of wellbeing for mind, body 
and spirit. In addition to offer-
ing spa services and classes for 
relaxation and rejuvenation, the 
contemporary-designed spa fea-
tures an indoor labyrinth, water-
fall whirlpool, cafe and relaxation 

room with floor-to-ceiling views of 
the woodlands.

Green Lake Country is keen 
on preserving its diverse ecology, 
and the Green Lake Conservancy 
has developed public sites for bird 
watching and nature walks along 
lagoons and shoreline. The area 
offers several short hikes includ-
ing Hammers Trail, featuring small 
bridges over creeks and springs, 
and the Norwegian Bay board-
walk, leading through wetlands to 
an overlook of the scenic bay.

Cyclists love Wisconsin for 
biking on quiet country roads, and 
bikes can be rented at Green Lake 
Conference Center for riding along 
scenic shoreline. The Mascoutin 
Trail is a popular bike path on a 
former railway grade connecting 

Ripon to Berlin, a rural 12-mile 
route.

Shoppers and browsers will 
enjoy the hunt for vintage finds 
and handcrafted items in eclectic 
boutiques in Green Lake and Ber-
lin. The Shops at Water Street in 
Princeton are a standout for one-
of-a-kind design, as is the Muk 
Luks Museum, dedicated to the 
birthplace of the Muk Luks Moc-
casin brand.

Culinary highlights
Wisconsin is the Dairy State, so 

cheese lovers will delight in tast-
ing artisan cheeses and sampling a 
local specialty, fried cheese curds, 
found on many restaurant menus. 
In addition to gourmet ice cream 
and other dairy, Green Lake restau-
rants feature locally sourced foods 
— from orchard fruits and berries 
to fresh caught lake fish.

Lakeside dining and panoramic 
views are a draw at Heidel House’s 
Grey Rock Restaurant, serving 
steak, seafood and traditional cui-
sine in an historic mansion. For 
small plates and creative farm-
to-table fare, foodies head for the 
locals’ favorite, The Treasury, in a 
landmark bank building in Ripon. 
Private parties can dine in the his-
toric vault.

Who can visit Wisconsin with-
out trying the local brew? Favorite 
brands include New Glarus, Bad-
ger State, Great Dane and Hin-
terland. But for an up-close look, 
micro-brew enthusiasts will enjoy 
a visit to Knuth Brewery, owned 
and operated by a husband and 
wife team who brew in very small 
batches to ensure freshness, quali-
ty and flavor. Heidel House offers a 
springtime BrewFest and seasonal 
beer cruises featuring several craft 
breweries.

Wisconsin wine can be sampled 
at Vines & Rushes Winery on a 
family farm in Ripon, where tradi-
tional wines from dry to sweet are 
produced from Wisconsin-grown 
grapes. Check ahead for a unique 
experience — Vines & Rushes also 
offers yoga classes held in the vine-
yard.
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A view of Green Lake from Heidel House Resort

If You Go
Green Lake is 
about 90 minutes 
from Milwaukee, 
Madison and Green 
Bay. The area is 
dotted with bed 
and breakfasts 
and small inns, 
and Heidel House 
has been the 
lakefront crown 
jewel for more 
than 60 years, 
with waterfront 
activities, three 
restaurants and 
Evensong Spa. 
Wisconsin’s 
oldest golf course, 
Tuscumbia 
(opened in 1896), 
is just across the 
road from the 
resort. For large 
groups, Green 
Lake Conference 
Center also 
offers lakefront 
accommodations, 
and for rustic 
country charm, 
head for Mecan 
River Outfitters 
and Lodge, a 
family-owned log 
lodge offering 
casual dining and 
canoe and kayak 
trips.

Though many 
lake sports are 
seasonal from 
May to October, 
for anyone seeking 
cold-weather 
fun, Green Lake 
Country heats 
up with winter 
activities — from 
snowshoeing, 
cross-country 
skiing and 
ice fishing to 
gathering around a 
bonfire or lakeside 
fire pit. www.
travelwisconsin.
com, http://www.
glcountry.com/
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