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By Ann N. Yungmeyer
Special to The Roanoke Times

With a proud heritage, Texans know 
how to make history come alive. Cow-
boy legends of the Lone Star State and 
dramatic tales of the Alamo are widely 
told, but one significant event, often 
overshadowed, is the account of when 
“Texas became Texas” in a small settle-
ment in Washington County.

“We stand on one of the most over-
looked historic sites in Texas,” said 
Adam Arnold, a park interpreter at 
Washington-on-the-Brazos State His-
toric Site, midway between Houston 
and Austin.

Arnold vividly describes the scene, 
where on March 2, 1836, Texas officially 
declared independence from Mexico 
— while the Alamo was under siege. 
As I sit with a group of visitors around 
a rustic conference table in a replica of 
Independence Hall, Arnold recounts 
the story of 59 delegates of the pioneer 
settlements who braved the approach-
ing armies of Mexican General Santa 
Anna to sign a declaration of indepen-
dence. A short time later, even as the 
majority of settlers were fleeing, the 
delegates stayed to create a constitu-
tion for the new sovereign nation, the 
Republic of Texas.

Sam Houston was the first elected 

president of the Republic, which lasted 
10 years before it became the 28th U.S. 
state. The rich history and culture of 
the short-lived nation (1836–1846) are 
attractively presented at Star of the 
Republic Museum, part of the State 
Historic Site. Nearby, the Barrington 
Living History Farm recreates 1850s 
pioneer life with costumed interpret-
ers and livestock at the home and cot-
ton farm of the Republic’s last presi-
dent, Anson Jones.

In addition to discovering the birth-
place of Texas, visitors to the area will 
find a good dose of cowboy culture 
along with quaint towns to explore and 
unique attractions. The county seat of 

Brenham is a favorite destination with 
a restored downtown, bed and break-
fasts, eclectic shopping and traditional 
local cuisine.

Riding the Range
Texas Ranch Life, a family-owned 

working cattle ranch near the town of 
Chappell Hill, welcomes visitors to 
test their inner cowboy on 1,800 acres 
of gentle hills and prairie. American 
bison, Texas Longhorns and quarter 
horses roam the land where guests 
enjoy a variety of ranch life experi-
ences including open range horseback 
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Texas Ranch Life serves a cowboy dinner featuring grilled-to-order steaks and homegrown greens.

From left: Recreating a typical Brazos farm in the 1850s, Barrington Living History Farm features Pineywoods Cattle, a cousin of the Texas Longhorn. Squawking guinea hens 
are part of life at the farm. Pottery is displayed in the farm’s kitchen cabin.

TEXAS
TIDBITS AND TREASURES OF

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE

If You Go Brenham and Washington County make a great weekend jaunt, about one hour from the cities of Austin and Houston. Visit www.brenhamtexas.com.
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EXCURSIONS CALENDAR
NEW! 
Jan. 29
The Fishburn Mansion
The City of Roanoke Parks and Recreation is 
sponsoring this tour. Tucked away in Roanoke’s 
historic Mountain View neighborhood sits the 
Fishburn Mansion, known today as the Mountain 
View Recreation Center. The 42-room Georgian-
Revival mansion was built in 1907 by Junius 
B. Fishburn, a prominent publisher, banker, 
entrepreneur and philanthropist. The tour will 
last approximately 45 minutes. Although there is 
no fee, please register for a time slot by calling 
853-2236. 

NEW! 
Feb. 4
Historic Roanoke Food Tour
The City of Roanoke Parks and Recreation is 
sponsoring this event. During this three-hour 
guided walking tour, visit seven tasting locations 
within the downtown district. Samplings, enough 
for a hearty lunch, will be served from locally 
owned eateries and legendary locations. The cost 
is $48 per person. All food, beverages, tips and 
tour guide included. The tour will depart from the 
lobby of Hotel Roanoke at 11 a.m. To register, call 
853-2236 or visit PlayRoanoke.com.

Feb. 13
Valentine’s at the Hillbilly Hideaway
Botetourt County Parks, Recreation and Tourism 
is sponsoring this bus trip. The Hillbilly Hideaway 
will feature a bluegrass/country music show and 
an all-you-can-eat-family-style meal consisting of 
entrees, vegetables, pan bread, desserts, coffee 
and tea. Prior to dinner, the group will make a 
stop at Madison Mercantile. The bus will pick up 
passengers at the Bonsack Walmart, U.S. 460, 
Roanoke; at Lowe’s, U.S. 220, Roanoke; at Food 
Lion, Rocky Mount; and at Walmart, Martinsville. 
The price of $69 per person includes roundtrip 
motorcoach transportation, a visit to Madison 
Mercantile, a meal at Hillbilly Hideaway and a 
tour host. For more information, call 473-8326 or 
366-2888. 

Feb. 14
Valentine’s at Michie Tavern
Botetourt County Parks, Recreation and Tourism 
is sponsoring this trip. The dining room at Michie 
Tavern features hearty midday fare offered by 
servers in period attire. The buffet features 
Southern fried chicken, stewed tomatoes, 
mashed potatoes with gravy, hot green beans, 
coleslaw, whole baby beets, biscuits and corn-
bread, peach cobbler, coffee, tea and soda. The 
group will also go on a local sightseeing tour. The 
price is $79 per person and includes roundtrip 
motorcoach transportation, buffet lunch at 
Michie Tavern, sightseeing tour of Charlottesville 
and a tour host. The bus will depart at 8:15 a.m. 
from Clearbrook Walmart, U.S. 220, Roanoke, 
VA; at 8:45 a.m. from the Bonsack Walmart, U.S. 
460, Roanoke; and at 9:15 a.m. from the Bedford 
Welcome Center, Bedford. Return time is about 
6 p.m. For more information, call 473-8326 or 
366-2888. 

Feb. 17 (rescheduled from Jan. 13)
Taubman Museum of Art Trip
The City of Salem Parks and Recreation 
Department is sponsoring this trip for seniors. 
The group will take a guided tour of the museum 
and have lunch in downtown Roanoke. The cost 
is $15 per person. The group will depart from 
the Salem Senior Center at 9:30 a.m. For more 
information, call 375-3054.

Feb. 27
Greenbrier Hotel and Bunker Tour
Botetourt County Parks, Recreation and Tourism 
is sponsoring this trip to White Sulphur Springs, 
West Virginia.The bunker, built under the 
Greenbrier, was designed to house the members 
of the House of Representatives and the Senate 
in case of nuclear attack. The trip will include a 
picture stop at the Humpback Bridge, a covered 
bridge in Virginia. The price per person is $119 
and includes roundtrip motorcoach transporta-
tion, admission to Bunker Tour, a self-guided tour 
of the Greenbrier Hotel, an all-inclusive lunch at 
the Mason Jar, a picture stop at the Humpback 
Bridge and a tour host. The full amount is due 
when reservation is made. Seats on the bus are 
assigned in the order that payment is received. 
The bus will depart at 7:50 a.m. from Clearbrook 
Walmart, U.S. 220, Roanoke; and at 8:15 a.m. 
from Bonsack Walmart, U.S. 460, Roanoke. 
Return time to Roanoke is about 6:30 p.m. For 
more information, call 473-8326 or 366-2888. 

March 22
Mayberry Trip
The City of Salem Parks and Recreation 
Department is sponsoring this trip for seniors. 
The group will visit Mount Airy, North Carolina, 
for a guided tour of Mayberry, home of the “Andy 
Griffith Show.” The cost is $40 per person, which 
includes lunch. For more information, call 375-
3054.

NEW!
May 7
Song of the Mountains
Botetourt County Parks, Recreation and Tourism 

is sponsoring a bus trip to the Lincoln Theatre in 
Marion for a live recording of the award-winning 
PBS television series “Song of the Mountains.” 
The show is scheduled is to be a tribute to Miss 
Dixie (the wife of Tom T. Hall). Scheduled to 
appear are: Chris Jones & the Night Drivers, Dale 
Jett & Hello Stranger (Dale is the grandson of 
A.P. Carter), the Ridgerunners and Heather Berry 
& Tony Mabe. (Artists can be subject to change 
without us knowing). The groups will be perform-
ing Miss Dixie/Tom T. Hall songs. The price of $69 
per person includes roundtrip motorcoach trans-
portation, ticket to “Song of the Mountains” and 
a tour host. Dinner will be on your own in Marion 
prior to the show. The bus will depart at 2 p.m. 
from the Bonsack Walmart, U.S. 460, Roanoke; at 
2:25 p.m. from Food Lion, Exit 137, Salem; at 2:50 
p.m. from Hardee’s, Exit 118, Christiansburg; and 
at 3:10 p.m. from McDonald’s, Exit 98, Dublin. For 
more information, call 473-8326 or 366-2888. 

NEW!
May 21
Classic Nashville Road Show  
at Barter Theatre
Botetourt County Parks, Recreation and Tourism 
is sponsoring this trip to the Barter Theatre in 
Abingdon. This show featuring two of Barter’s 
favorite singer/actors, Jason Petty and Katie Deal, 
will take you on a trip down memory lane packed 
full of your favorite classic country hits. Prior to 
the play, there will be a stop for lunch (on your 
own) and visit some of Abingdon’s sights. The 
price per person is $89 and includes roundtrip 
motorcoach transportation, a visit to Draper 
Mercantile, admission ticket to the show, sight-
seeing in Abingdon and a tour host. Seats on the 
bus are assigned in the order that payment is re-
ceived. The bus will depart at 7:30 a.m. from the 
Bonsack Walmart, U.S. 460, Roanoke; and at 8 
a.m. from Food Lion, Exit 137, Salem, VA. Pickups 
available in Christiansburg, Dublin and Wytheville 
also. Return time is about 8:30 p.m. For more 
information, call 473-8326  or 366-2888. 
 

OVERNIGHT
Jan. 30-Feb. 6
Ski Trip to Big Sky — Montana
The Roanoke Ski Club is sponsoring a trip to Big 
Sky, including five-day lift tickets at Big Sky and 
Moonlight Basin ski resorts. The cost is $1,947 
per person (double occupancy) and includes air 
from Roanoke, accommodations at the Huntley 
Lodge, happy hour at Lone Peak Brewery, wine 
and cheese reception and more. Call 529-0804 
or email renee.lavin819@gmail.com for more 
information.

March 16-22
California Rail Discovery
The City of Roanoke Parks and Recreation 
is sponsoring this trip. Discover the state of 
California featuring San Francisco, Lake Tahoe 
and the Napa Valley. Enjoy San Francisco and visit 
famous spots like the Golden Gate Bridge and 
Vista Point. Travel through the Napa Valley on 
board the Napa Valley Wine Train. Catch a view 
of the snowcapped mountains during the Sierra 
Nevada Rail Journey to Lake Tahoe. This tour 
includes six nights in first-class hotels; roundtrip 
airfare from Roanoke; nine meals; sightseeing 
and admission per itinerary; hotel transfers; bag-
gage handling; motor coach transportation; and a 
professional tour director. The trip cost is $2,645 
per person/double occupancy; $725 single 
supplement. A deposit of $300 per person is due 
with registration.  Final payment is due 75 days 
prior to departure date. Save $100 per person 
with the early booking discount. Call 853-1027 
for a more detailed itinerary; registration; and trip 
information.

April 2-3
Cherry Blossom Train to D.C.
Botetourt County Parks, Recreation and 
Tourism is sponsoring this bus/train trip to 
Washington, D.C., to see the cherry blossoms. 
DAY 1: The group will travel from Roanoke to 
Lynchburg by bus. In Lynchburg, passengers 
will board an Amtrak train for a scenic excur-
sion to Washington, D.C., for the anniversary of 
the cherry blossoms. The train will go through 
Charlottesville, Culpepper, Manassas, Alexandria 
and several small towns, communities and farms 
on its journey. The group will also tour various 
monuments and memorials. DAY 2: Passengers 
will visit the National Mall where they can visit 
the Smithsonian Museums of their choice. The 
per person price of $269 double; $264 triple; 
$259 quad; and $299 single includes roundtrip 
motorcoach transportation, ticket on Amtrak 
train from Lynchburg to Washington, D.C., one 
night’s lodging, visits to museums, memorials 
and monuments and a tour director. Passengers 
can board the bus at the Clearbrook Walmart, 
U.S. 220, Roanoke;  at the Bonsack Walmart, 
U.S. 460, Roanoke; and at the Bedford Welcome 
Center, Bedford. For more information, call 473-
8326 or 366-2888. 

April 18-20
Pigeon Forge, Gatlinburg & Smoky 
Mountains Show Trip
The City of Salem Parks and Recreation 

Department is sponsoring this trip for seniors. 
Spend three days and two nights in the Smoky 
Mountains dining, shopping and enjoying award-
winning entertainment. The price is $275 and 
includes charter transportation, lodging, two 
breakfast meals, two dinner meals and admis-
sion to attractions. For more information, call 
375-3054.

NEW! 
April 22-24
Spring in New York City 
Botetourt County Parks, Recreation and Tourism 
is sponsoring this trip. Highlights will include 
visiting the 9/11 National Memorial, St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral, the NBC Store, Sak’s Fifth Avenue and 
Radio City Music Hall, Macy’s and the New Jersey 
9/11 Memorial. The trip home will include a lunch 
stop at Hershey Chocolate World’s Food Court 
in Pennsylvania. You will get to ride through 
and enjoy the simulated factory tour. The price 
per person is $399, double; $389, triple; $379, 
quad; and $499, single; and it includes roundtrip 
motorcoach transportation, Hardee’s biscuit 
and juice upon departure, two nights’ lodging 
(in New Jersey), two full breakfasts at hotel, 
visits to listed attractions, transportation around 
New York City and a tour host. Full payment is 
due when reservations are made. Seats on the 
bus are assigned in the order that payment is 
received. The bus will depart at 4:30 a.m. from 
Sunshine Tours, Dublin; at 5 a.m. from Hardee’s, 
Exit 118, Christiansburg; at 5:30 a.m. from Food 
Lion, Exit 137, Salem; and at 6 a.m. from Bonsack 
Walmart, U.S. 460, Roanoke. The return time is 
about 9:30 p.m. on April 24. For more informa-
tion, call 473-8326 or 366-2888. 

April 23
Belize; Cozumel, Mexico
The Dazzlin’ Dames Red Hat Chapter 4652 
is sponsoring this five-night cruise on Royal 
Caribbean’s luxury ship “Independence of the 
Seas.” Cruise rates start at $640 per person 
(rates based on double occupancy); inside state-
rooms, $640 per person; ocean view staterooms, 
$975 per person; balcony staterooms, $1,010 per 
person. For reservations and more information, 
call 798-9222, 488-4884 or 977-0505.

NEW!
April 25-27 
Gettysburg and Lancaster, Pa. 
Blacksburg Parks and Recreation is sponsor-
ing this trip, which will include production of 
“Samson” at the Sight & Sound Millennium 
Theater, Chalk Talk-Faith and Forgiveness perfor-
mance at Plain & Fancy Farm, train ride on the 
Strasburg Railroad with lunch onboard, guided 
tour of the Gettysburg Battlefield, two nights’ 
lodging, three breakfasts, three dinners, motor 
coach transportation, luggage handling plus 
services of a tour director. The cost is $435 for 
residents and $445 for nonresidents based on 
double occupancy. Single rates also available. A 
$100 deposit is required at registration. For more 
information, call Joy Herbert at 961-1134. 

May 4-15
London, Paris and Rome
The Salem Museum is sponsoring a trip to these 
three major cities plus the Swiss lake region, 
Pisa, Florence and Tuscany. The price is $4,640 
per person based on double occupancy and 
includes air from Roanoke, accommodations, 
most meals transportation in Europe and more. 
For a brochure, call 982-2200.  

May 13-15
Renfro Valley, Kentucky
This trip is being sponsored by Ferrum College 
Golden Panthers for alumni, parents and friends. 
The bus will depart from Rocky Mount with 
pickups in Roanoke and other points along the 
way. The group will stop for lunch at Tamarack 
near Beckley, West Virginia, and then head to 
the Fairfield Inn in Berea, Kentucky, for two 
nights. The return trip will include travel-
ing through eastern Tennessee with a stop in 
Sevierville for a lunch break and a visit to the 
Russell Stover Candy Outlet. Costs for the trip 
are $395, single occupancy; $310, double occu-
pancy; and $280, triple occupancy. Two nights’ 
lodging, two evening shows at the Renfro Valley 
Entertainment Center, a visit to the Shaker 
Village at Herrodsburg, Kentucky, and one din-
ner are included. A $50 per person deposit is 
required with reservations. For information and 
to make reservations, call 365-4221 or email 
sjamison@ferrum.edu.

May 19-23
Cuba
(Orientation Meeting — Feb. 8)
The Roanoke Regional Chamber of Commerce 
is sponsoring this trip. Feb. 8: Attend an 
orientation meeting from 5 to 6 p.m., Roanoke 
Regional Chamber Board Room, 210 S. Jefferson 
St., Roanoke. The orientation meeting is free. 
Please RSVP by contacting Judy Chambliss 
at 983-0700 ext. 100 or emailing business@
RoanokeChamber.org. The cost of the trip 
is $3,195 (based on double occupancy) and 
includes round-trip international airfare, first 
class accommodations and more.

June 9-17
America’s Canyon Country
The Salem Museum is sponsoring a trip to visit 
three states and four national parks. Bryce, 
Glen Zion and the mighty Grand Canyon join a 
list of national parks and monuments that will 
delight and amaze. Price is $3,149 per person 
and includes air from Roanoke, accommoda-
tions, 14 meals, sightseeing, transportation and 
much more. Call Freda at 989-6373 or email 
FredaHarrison@hotmail.com for a brochure.

July 23-31 or Aug. 7
BOOKBAG SANTA trip to Belize
Each person brings two boxes of school sup-
plies on the plane. Approximate cost is $1,300 
for plane, hotel and food. The second week 
comes to about $200. Mayan ruins, scuba, 
snorkeling, sailing, river floats, boat trips and 
more. For more information, call Gary Hunt at 
342-2083 or bookbagsanta@verizon.net; www.
bookbagsanta.com.

NEW!
Aug. 14–20 
Cape Cod and the Islands
The City of Roanoke Parks and Recreation is 
sponsoring this trip. Top of your summer with 
a trip to Cape Cod; featuring Boston, Martha’s 
Vineyard, Nantucket & Newport. This tour 
includes six nights in First Class Hotels; roundtrip 
airfare from Roanoke; nine meals; sightseeing 
and admission per itinerary; hotel transfers; bag-
gage handling; motor coach transportation; and 
a professional tour director. Trip cost is $2,345 
per person/double occupancy; single supple-
ment of $650. A deposit of $300 is due at time of 
registration. Final payment is due 75 days prior to 
departure date. Save $100 per person when you 
register by May 31. Call 853-1027 for a more de-
tailed itinerary; registration; and trip information.

Sept. 9-15
Kings Wharf, Bermuda
Henry County Parks and Recreation is sponsor-
ing this cruise. The group will sail on Royal 
Caribbean cruise line, Grandeur of the Seas, out 
of Baltimore. The price per person of $1,069 
interior stateroom and $1,169 ocean view state-
room includes roundtrip transportation from 
Roanoke and Bedford to Baltimore, one night’s 
lodging in the Baltimore area, 5 nights’ lodg-
ing on the ship, taxes, fee and port expenses, 
meals and entertainment on the ship and a tour 
host. For more information, call 366-2888.

Sept. 10-20
Romantic Rhine  
and Mosel River Cruise
The Salem Museum is sponsoring this deluxe 
river cruise on the mighty Rhine, Europe’s 
longest river. Enjoy 11 days and 23 meals. Travel 
aboard the brand new riverboat, Amadeus II, 
visiting iconic ports, sampling the cuisine and 
absorbing the local, old-world atmosphere. 
The seven-night cruise plus two extra days in 
Lucerne, Switzerland is $4,594 per person and 
includes air from Roanoke and most expenses.  
Call Freda at 989-6373 for more information 
and a brochure.   

Oct. 18-26
Pompeii and the Amalfi Coast  
(Orientation Meeting — Feb. 8)
The Roanoke Regional Chamber of Commerce 
is sponsoring this nine-day, seven-night tour 
of the Amalfi Coast, Ravello, Naples, Salemo, 
Pasteum, Pompeii, Rome and more. Feb. 8: 
Attend an orientation meeting from 6 to 7 p.m., 
Roanoke Regional Chamber Board Room, 210 S. 
Jefferson St., Roanoke. The orientation meet-
ing is free. Please RSVP by contacting Judy 
Chambliss at 983-0700 ext. 100 or emailing 
business@RoanokeChamber.org. The cost of 
the trip is $3,099 (based on double occupancy) 
and includes round-trip international airfare 
flying from Dulles, first-class accommodations 
and more.

Nov. 1–9
Best of Italy
The City of Roanoke Parks and Recreation is 
sponsoring this trip. Visit Florence and Rome 
and enjoy famous spots like St. Peter’s Basilica 
and the Sistine Chapel. Travel through Italy’s 
Tuscany region, which is packed with some of 
the world’s most recognizable Renaissance-
era art and architecture. This tour includes 
seven nights in first-class hotels; roundtrip 
airfare from Roanoke; 10 meals; sightseeing 
and admission per itinerary; hotel transfers; 
baggage handling; motor coach transportation; 
and a professional tour director. The trip cost 
is $3,795 per person/double occupancy; $650 
single supplement. A deposit of $500 per per-
son is due with registration.  Final payment is 
due 75 days prior to departure date. Save $200 
per person with the early booking discount 
when your deposit is received by May 31. Call 
853-1027 for a more detailed itinerary; registra-
tion; and trip information.

We welcome trips organized by schools, clubs, 
churches and other nonprofits. Send to travel@

roanoke.com or call 981-3340.

rides, roping, cattle drives, fish-
ing, tomahawk throwing and 
target shooting. Attracting many 
international guests, the ranch 
offers family-style cowboy cook-
ing with homegrown produce 
and finely appointed accom-
modations in restored historic 
houses throughout the property.

A highlight of my visit was 
hearing ranch life stories of the 
charismatic owners, John and 
Taunia Elick, and taking a scenic 
horseback ride. After John and 
the wranglers gave a demonstra-
tion of Western riding techniques 
to our group of mostly novice rid-
ers, the horses were saddled up 
and we rode out through fields of 
tall grass into the horizon.

Stay, stroll and shop
In the heart of Brenham, Ant 

Street Inn is a charming boutique 
hotel with casual dining at the 
adjoining Brenham Grill. Art-
fully restored, the inn’s distinc-
tive guest rooms are filled with 
Victorian antiques, stained glass 
and oriental rugs.

Downtown Brenham is a 

delight to stroll, and visitors can 
take a “Step into the Past Tour” 
at the city’s new Visitor Center. 
Highlights include the restored 
1920s Simon Theatre, a Heritage 
Museum, Glissman Drug Store 
Museum and an antique cistern 
used for firefighting in the 19th 
century  — a Texas Archeological 
Landmark.

A variety of attractive bou-
tiques with unique items invite 
browsing and shopping. Look for 
genuine cowhide rugs at Ranch 
Interiors, fabulous fashion at 
Fancy That, stained glass win-
dows, old louvered doors and 
ironwork at Today & Yesterday 
Antiques. The General Store is 
fun for all ages, and a favorite 
home décor shop, Leftovers, fea-
tures American and European 
country antiques and repurposed 
pieces in modern styles.

For a sweet souvenir, Bliss 
Candy Company takes the mean-
ing of “artisan-made” to heart. 
The owners, a husband and wife 
team, pride their recipes on pure 
and simple ingredients, using 
only butter, sugar, water and nuts 
in their signature toffee, before 
topping it with rich chocolate. 

The one-pound box makes a 
delectable gift.

Flowers and wine
Washington County is better 

known as bluebonnet country 
for its famous springtime display 
and flowering fields of blue, but 
it is also a place to stop and smell 
the roses, literally. The Antique 
Rose Emporium in the village of 
Independence features fragrant 
and colorful cottage gardens with 
hundreds of varieties of old gar-
den and antique roses. Most of 
the roses at the Emporium are 
lost or forgotten varieties from 
gardens of earlier times. The 
plants have been rescued from 
graveyards and deserted proper-
ties by “rose rustlers” in order 
to preserve the species. The 
Emporium was created partly 
because of an upsurge of inter-
est in antique roses, and the retail 
business grew into a mail-order 
nursery. Visitors are welcome to 
stroll the eight acres of gardens 
that also showcase native plants, 
perennials, annuals and shrubs.

With about 200 wineries, 
Texas falls just behind Virginia 
in the number of wineries by 

state, and Washington County 
has several wineries producing 
a variety of wines including port 
and sparkling. Saddlehorn Win-
ery is a standout on a 360-acre 
ranch with its tasting room in a 
renovated horse barn. I was sur-
prised to find many creatively 
flavored selections including 
jalapeno, lavender and cranberry 
wines in addition to more tradi-
tional reds and whites at Windy 
Winery, Texas Star and Pleasant 
Hill. The wineries coordinate 
with bluebonnet festivals and 
seasonal events to boost aware-
ness and include family activities 
such as grape-stomping parties 
and tie-dye art.

Area eats
Ninety Six West is Brenham’s 

new, hip dining and happy hour 
establishment with a refreshing 
urban flair — featuring tapas, 
craft beer and an impressive wine 
cellar.

Texas Ranch Life serves up a 
Cowboy Dinner featuring juicy, 
grilled-to-order steaks with black 
eyed peas and seasonal produce 
from their garden. Save room for 
the Texas favorite: buttermilk 

pie.
Lots of choices for BBQ , but 

Nathan’s is the most famous — 
the state’s best “true pit” BBQ 
that owner Nathan Winkleman 
calls the real stuff because it is 
original style — not smoked, just 
cooked over coals.

Funky Art Cafe, located in an 
old blacksmith shop in down-
town Brenham, is a fun lunch 
stop for healthy sandwiches, 
soups and salads. Its adjoining 
gallery offers whimsical art by 
local artists.

Must Be Heaven offers a fresh 
and creative menu, and it’s the 
place to go for homemade pie. 
Choices are endless, but the most 
famous is Sawdust Pie, made with 
egg-whites, graham crackers, 
pecans and coconut.

With German and Polish influ-
ence from early immigrants to 
the area, handcrafted brews fea-
ture prominently on local menus. 
Home Sweet Farm Market and 
Biergarten offers a down-home 
experience and local organic 
foods, craft beer and wines.

 Ann N. Yungmeyer is a freelance 
writer in Kingsport, Tenn.
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