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BY ANN N. YUNGMEYER
Special to the Herald Courier

O
ur region of Northeast 
Tennessee and South-
west Virginia has some 
stunningly beautiful 

lakes, from Holston Lake to 
Watauga Lake and beyond. But if 
the Midwest is not normally on 
your vacation radar, Wisconsin’s 
Geneva Lake is one to consider 
for its pristine, spring-fed wa-
ters, as well as a unique charac-
ter and historical appeal.

The Lake Geneva region, just 
north of Chicago, has been a 
legendary resort since the mid-
1800s, when it became a summer 
haven for the city’s elite who built 
attractive lakefront cottages. 
After the Great Chicago Fire of 
1871 leveled the city, many of the 
so-called lake cottages turned 
into more elaborate year-round 
homes for well-to-do industrial-
ists. With opulent mansions of the 
Gilded Age dotting the shoreline 
— some owned by families with 
household names like Wrigley, 
Maytag, Sears, and Schwinn — 
Lake Geneva gained the moniker, 
“Newport of the West.”

Though many original sum-
mer cottages have been replaced 
with newer estate homes, the 
lake community embraces its 
history and tradition as a grand 
resort. Lake Geneva region, 
which collectively includes the 
city of Lake Geneva as well as the 
lake and nearby Lakes Como and 
Delavan, has become a year-
round destination with a variety 
of activities, lodging, and dining 
choices. 

Walk and gawk  
Chief among the area attrac-

tions is the 21-mile Geneva Lake 
Shore Path that encircles the 
lake and crosses the lawns of 
the waterfront estates. Origi-
nally a Native American Potawa-
tomi footpath, the trail affords 
a unique experience: getting an 
up-close look at magnifi cent 
homes while enjoying a scenic 
walk in a natural setting. 

Walkers will see various architec-
tural styles — from Gothic Revival 
and Queen Anne to formal Colo-
nial and newer Craftsman homes 
— along with manicured gardens, 
designer boathouses, camp lodges, 
parks and beaches. For a quick 
take on the history of the man-
sions and prominent owners, as 
well as public access points and 
restrooms, the handy “Walk Talk & 
Gawk” guide can be purchased at 
Geneva Lake Visitor Center. 

The entire lakeshore loop can be 
hiked in a very long day, or walkers 
can go part way around and catch 
a shuttle boat back to the starting 
point with advance reservation on 
Lake Geneva Cruise Line.

On and off the water 
Geneva Lake is one of Wiscon-

sin’s deepest and clearest lakes, 
with excellent fi shing and boat-
ing opportunities. Lake Geneva 
Cruise Line offers another way 
to take in the history of the area 
with narrated themed cruises. 
The most unique tour (avail-
able during summer season) is 
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the Mail Boat Cruise, on which 
passengers witness the nearly 
century-old tradition of U.S. 
mail delivery by boat to lake 
homes. A very adept letter car-
rier, called a mail jumper, leaps 
from the mail boat onto private 
docks to deliver mail and news-
papers to a mailbox, then hops 
back on the moving boat. The 
job requires physical aptitude 
and wearing a life jacket, be-
cause mail jumpers have been 
known to miss the jump and fall 
in. On each cruise, the captain 
points out the storied mansions, 
along with tidbits about famous 
people who have lived in them. 

To explore on your own, you 
can rent a pontoon or speed-
boat at Lake Geneva harbor and 
cruise to the popular Pier 290 
for waterfront dining, or grab a 
bite at the new Boat House Bar 
and Grill, serving possibly the 
world’s largest pretzel. Rent a 
scooter or e-bike to ride around 
the lake or take a spin on the 
scenic, hilly and curvy Snake 
Road. Lake Geneva region also 
offers premier golf, including 
the top-rated Geneva National 
Club courses designed by Ar-
nold Palmer, Gary Player and 

Lee Trevino. 
For cultural activities, see 

the world’s largest refracting 
telescope at the historic Yerkes 
Observatory, a center for astro-
physics research; or consider a 
winery tour and tasting at the 
family-run Staller Estate Winery. 
Remarkably, Lake Geneva’s 
top-rated activity according to 
recent TripAdvisor ratings is 
Tristan Crist’s Magic Show, at 
which guests are undeniably 
awed by the talented master 
illusionist and comedian. 

Historic inns and retreats 
From boutique hotels to resort 

villas, a variety of lodging op-
tions exist in the Lake Geneva 
region. The most famous resort 
is the Grand Geneva Resort & 
Spa, originally opened in 1968 
by Hugh Hefner as Geneva Lake 
Playboy Club Hotel. A Frank 
Lloyd Wright-inspired design, it 
was the fi rst Playboy Club Hotel 
in the U.S., bringing a touch 
of Hollywood glamour to the 
elegant resort area. In 1993, the 
resort was bought by a Milwau-
kee hospitality group and has 
been restored as a year-round 
vacation destination. 

Choice lakefront properties 
include Lake Geneva Inn, a 
family-run inn with terrace din-
ing and sunset views, and Abbey 
Resort & Avani Spa, an upscale 
full-service resort with harbor 
views, indoor and outdoor 
pools, and family activities. 

Lake Delavan, smaller than 
Geneva Lake, is favored among 
locals for paddling, and its wa-
terfront Lake Lawn Resort offers 
onsite amenities and rentals for 
kayaks, paddle boards, Waver-
unners and pleasure boats. 

Maxwell Mansion was the 
fi rst mansion built in the town 
of Lake Geneva, and the his-
toric inn, circa 1856, has hosted 
dignitaries and socialites over 
the centuries. Along with the 
antique-fi lled manor, the two-
acre estate includes an outlying 
carriage house with renovated 
guestrooms in “barn-urban” 
style. Maxwell’s nearby sister 
inn, Baker House, built in 1885, 
overlooks the waterfront. This 
attractive Queen Anne-style 
mansion retains its historic 
character and offers a Victorian 
Tea & Home Tour and an out-
standing Sunday Champagne 
Brunch. 

IF YOU GO: Lake Geneva is about 80 miles from Chicago and less than 50 miles 
from Milwaukee. www.VisitLakeGeneva.com for more information.

ABOVE: Golf at Grand 
Geneva (contributed by 
VisitWalworthCounty.
com) LEFT: Baker House, a 
historic B&B overlooking 
Geneva Lake (contributed 
by VisitLakeGeneva.com) 
BOTTOM: Lake Geneva 
sunrise (contributed by 
VisitLakeGeneva.com) BELOW: 
Walkers enjoy the scenery 
along Geneva Lake Shore Path 
(photo by Ann Yungmeyer/
Special to the Herald Courier)

Skype 
helps 
Chilhowie 
book club, 
authors 
connect

GLENNA CRABTREE-BULLINS
Special to the Herald Courier

When the Dewey Decimal 
Dames held their regular month-
ly meeting this month, a special 
guest joined the gathering. Eliz-
abeth S. Moore, author of The 
Man on the Middle Floor, Skyped 
into the meeting from her loca-
tion in Spain to discuss her fi rst 
novel with the group.

Moore, who lives in London, 
listened to comments from club 
members and answered their 
questions. She discussed aspects 
of the book, telling the group 
that she will have a second book 
published at the end of the year.

“Thank you for reading the 
book and for your support. I’m 
really, really grateful for your 
support. Thank you for reaching 
out to me,” Moore said.

Moore is only one of several 
authors who have joined the 
11-member local book club to 
discuss literary works of its choos-
ing. Last year, six authors joined 
the group’s discussion electroni-
cally. Last month, the club hosted 
author James Anderson, who 
sent 11 personalized copies of 
his book The Never Open Desert 
Diner to its members.

Next month, Kyle S. Rhorig will 
join the club to discuss his book Lost 
on the Appalachian Trail. He has 
tentatively scheduled a book sign-
ing visit to Chilhowie to meet with 
the group; however, if he is unable 
to attend the meeting physically, he 
will join the group electronically. 
Updates concerning his visit will be 
posted to the club’s Facebook page 
as they become available.

Since Missie Sexton, co-found-
er of the group with Suzanne 
Scott, has been reviewing books 
at online sites for the last seven or 
eight years, she brought this spe-
cial element to the club, inviting 
authors of books the club is read-
ing to participate in the meetings. 
Members have even received fi rst 
edition, autographed copies of 
books from the writers.

When the Dewey Decimal Dames 
began their book club in November 
2016, they wanted to be different 
from other book clubs. Skyping 
authors into the meetings is a re-
sult of their desire to be more than 
a group of avid readers who meet 
monthly to discuss the books.

Sexton and Scott got together 
and came up with some simple 
rules and regulations to govern 
the club and its meetings. All 
books must be a fi rst read for 
each member. They don’t read 
many commercial fi ction selec-
tions — books that are on the 
best-seller list. Books are se-
lected fairly, with each of the 11 
members suggesting a book at 
the monthly meeting and giving 
a spiel about her pick and why 
the club should read it. Then, 
a server at the Riverfront Res-
taurant, where the club meets, 
draws a number. The book of 
whoever’s number is drawn is 
the one the club reads.

The member whose book is 
selected will lead the discussion. 
Meetings generally last about 
two and a half hours and include 
a meal, the book discussion and 
selection of a new book.

Sexton said the group, which 
is made of up of Sharon Bullins, 
April Duncan, Tammy Jarvis, 
Tammy Spencer, Missy Dempsey, 
Hope Pote, Deanie Demick, Amy 
Harris and Marty Blevins, plus 
Sexton and Scott, has been to-
gether since the beginning and 
has really good attendance with 
perfect attendance for the past 
seven to eight months.

The club has a Facebook page, 
The Dewey Decimal Dames, and 
holds online discussions. Even 
though their club is closed to new 
members, those interested in get-
ting in on the group’s discussion 
can join the social media group.


